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Parti—Original Communications. 
ARTICLE I. 
Cases of Poisoning with Arsenic—By Samvuset THompson, 


M.D., of Albion, Edwards Co., III’s., President of the State 
Medical Society, etc. 


Cases of Arsenical Poisoning are among the rare incidents 
in the experience of a physician residing in the country. To 
carefully communicate to others the records of any such cases, 
as occur to any of us, I consider therefore to be a special duty. 


There are also other reasons why in reference to such acci- 
dents especially, each should publish his experience and ideas, 
inasmuch as our highest authorities only form their opinions 
from the gleanings of settled records. And there are yet, some 
points, regarding both the action of the poison and the means 
of remedy, upon which considerable obscurity still exists. 
The fol!owing extract from Dr. Christisons work on Poisons, 
(an allowed standard authority,) comprises I believe, the gen- 
erally seconded views upon the subject. He classes the ef- 
fects of Arsenic in three divisions. ‘In the first order of cases 
“Arsenic produces symptoms of irritation or inflammation 
“along the course of the alimentary canal; such cases are the 
“most frequent of all. The person commonly survives 24 
“hours, seldom more than three days, but instances of the 
“kind have sometimes proved fatal in a few hours, and others 
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‘lasted for weeks.” ‘In regard to the ordinary progress of 
‘the symptoms, the first of a decisive character, are sickness 
“and faintness,” sometimes occurring in a few moments, sel- 
dom delayed more than an hour. 

“The second variety of poisoning with Arsenic includes a 
few cases, in which the signs of inflammation are far from vio- 
lent, or were altogether wanting, and in which death ensues 
in five or six hours, ora little more, at a period too early for 
inflammation to be properly developed.” The symptoms, Dr. 
C. thinks are then to be refered, to what he considers the pro- 
bable cause of death in most cases. ‘An action on some re- 
mote organ.” ‘The symptoms in these cases occasionally 
amount to absolute narcotism, and succeeding to vomiting, 
extreme faintness, at times amounting to deliquium.” This 
variety has only been observed when the dose has been very 
large, or in a state of solution, or, (as stated) when the Arsenic 
was in little masses. 

“The third variety of poisoning with arsenic, places ina 
clear view its occasional action on the nervous system. This 
occurs chiefly in persons, who from having taken but a small 
quantity, or from having vomiting soon after, are eventually 
rescued from destruction. But it has also been met with in 
some cases where death ensued after a protracted illness; in 
such cases the progress of poisoning may be divided into two 
stages. The first train of symptoms is exactly that of the 
first or inflammatory variety, and is commonly developed in 
avery perfect and violent form. In the second stage the 
symptoms are referable to nervous irritation. These gener- 
ally come on when the former begins to subside ; yet some- 
times they make their appearance clearer, while at the same 
time the signs of inflammation in the alimetary canal Continue 
violent. The nervous affection varies in different individuals; 
the most formidable is coma; the slightest, a peculiar imper- 
fect palsy of the arms or legs, resembling what is occasioned 
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by lead, and between these extreines have been observed 
epileptic fits, or an affection resembling hysteria or mania.” 

Now the cases with the details of which I am about to pre- 
sent you, undoubtedly belong to the third or last class, at the 
same time the symptoms deviated somewhat from Dr. C.’s 
description, and it was probable, indeed, that in the first in- 
stance the amount of poison taken was large, as it will be 
seen by the analysis of Dr. David D. Owen, that in the con- 
tents of the vial I sent him containing the matters left at the 
bottom of the vessel in which the separated food had been 
cooked, there was ‘‘a considerable quantity of arseniuos acid.” 
Now it was evident the arsenic must have been introduced 
during or before the process of boiling, and as boiling water 
dissolves about 77.75 of arsenic to 1000 parts of the water, 
the proportion of arsenic contained in the food was most pro- 
bably considerable. 

It was about dark on the 9th of July last, that I was sum- 
moned in a great hurry to visit a family four or five miles dis- 
tant, who were supposed to be poisoned. I enquired of the 
messenger, in what way it was supposed the accident had 
occurred, and what was the poison suspected to have been 
taken. He informed me that they had been using arsenic to 
poison flies, and they believed they must have gotten some 
in their food, as the whole family, eight in number, were ta- 
ken bad either directly or shortly after dinner. I therefore 
took with me such antidotes as the suspicion suggested. 

Now as in these matters, details are often of great impor- 
tance to the correct appreciation of facts, I will run the risk of 
being tedious, by describing the suffering parties. There was 
one young woman, of about 25 years of age, whom [I shall 
designate as No. 1, stout, plethoric, of sanguine temperament, 
fair florid complexion, and black hair. (Her mother died of 
Phthisis.) Another of about the same age, No, 2, rather slight 
and of nervous sanguine temperament and fair hair and com- 
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plexion. One man, No. 3, aged about 55, of robust make and 
sanguine bilious temperament, has been a hard drinker all his 
life, but rarely gets drunk No.4, a man about 50, of the 
same general description and habits. No. 5,a youth about 19 
of robust healthy frame, and tolerably temperate habits. No. 
6, a man of about 25, very fair complexion and sandy hair, 
and also a soaker. No.7, a young man of about 21, tall, 
stout, muscular, of sanguine bilious temperament, and also 
following the custom of the establishment, of taking fermented 
liquors habitually and freely, and No. 8, a lad of about 16, a 
brother to the last. 

It appears that immediately after dinner, which consisted 
of Windsor beans and new potatoes boiled together with some 
bacon in an iron pot, besides rice, butter, bread, etc., the 
two young women were first attacked with vomiting, but 
without suspecting what was the cause, while No. 3, the mas- 
ter of the house, whose robust and rugged constitution seemed 
to withstand the influence of the poison, walked off to his 
work in the harvest field, but after going a few yards, he also 
began to vomit; and when he had proceeded about 200 yards, 
sank down faint and exhausted, where he was shortly after 
found by the two young women, who, temporarily recovering 
from their first attack of vomiting, went after him and assisted 
to get him intothe house. At this time, 1 o’clock P, M., all 
the family were suffering more or less from what they now 
felt sure must be poison, but the master of the house still ob- 
stinately persisted it could not be from arsenic.* At this time 
No. 4 becoming alarmed, declared that if he was to die poi- 
soned, he would die drunk, and at once drank off about a pint 
of whiskey. It does not appear that any thing more was 
done till about five or six o’clock, (meanwhile the parties had 
been getting worse,) when the lad, No. 8, being the least effec- 


*He had so often been blamed for the careless way in which he kept arsenic about 
the house, that being a very self-willed, pertinacious man, he would by no means allow 
that he had been to blame. 
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ied, managed to crawl across the fields to the adjoining farm» 4 
to obtain help, whereupon a messenger was dispatched 
for the uncle of No. 2, a practitioner of medicine residing 
about five miles off, and another person came for me. 

When [arrived at the house I found the two young women 
in violent convulsions; the hands clenched, the feet extended 
by the spasmodic contraction of the gastrocnemeii, etc. The 
jaws locked, and at intervals well marked opisthotonos, so 
that in fact they stood on their heels and their heads. These 
two as well as the others, complained of harsh metalic taste, 
burning at the epigastrium, some had head-ache, and some 
diarrhoea. One of the young men, (No. 5,) suffered also from 
tetanic spasms. ‘The pulse in all the cases was weak and ir- 
regular, and not frequent, and the skin cool. 

Lat once administered to all who would trike it, as much 
Percipitated Carbonate of Iron as they could swallow. To 
some I gave it in molasses, to others, who objected to the 
molasses, it was given, just made into thin paste with water; 
the doses being repeated as fast as they were vomited. All 
who took the iron, felt almost immediate relief from the exces- 
sive burning, aching and sinking, from which they had previ- 
ously suffered. But two of those who were the worst, and 
who subsequently remained the worst, namely: the young 
man No. 5, and the young woman No. 2, for more than an 
hour obstinately refused to take any thing, but at last her suf- 
ferings, added to the evident relief obtained by others, in- 
duced No. 2 to submit, though she would not take the Iron. 
I therefore“ gave Calcined Magnesia in teaspoon-full doses, 
which almost immediately mitigated her sufferings. But it 
appeared to me that the relief was neither so complete nor so 
permanent as that obtained from the Iron. No.5 took the 
fron, but sparingly. 

Now it will be remembered that after the full repeated 
doses of Carb. Iron, or of the Magnesia, all of the patients 


7 
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appeared relieved of their most distressing symptoms, and 
they all passed a tolerably good night. But the next morning 
early, (the 10th,) the tetanic spasms in the young woman re- 
curred, as also in the youth, No. 5, but all appeared easy in 
the intervals except No. 2, who complained of a feeling of 
weight on the vertex. The symptoms of nervous irritation 
now predominated in each case. It was remarkable that 
whiskey to those persons so well used to it, did not appear to 
agravate the symptoms, which if irritation or inflammation of 
the mucus membrane of the stomach had existed, we should 
suppose must have been the case. Three of the men, who 
appeared to suffer but little to-day, insisted on going into the 
harvest field, and as they afterwards told me, while drinking 
and sweating freely, they felt almost well; but as soon as the 
sweating ceased, all their bad symptoms returned. During 
the fits of convulsions, which with frightful intensity would 
sometimes last for au hour, consciousness was never lost; 
though the power of speech was nearly gone, the voice never 
rising above a hissing whisper. The desire for cold drinks 
during the continuance of the spasms was intense. In the 
case of No. 5, it was as much as four stout men could do du- 
ring the fits to prevent him beating himself to pieces against 
the floor or walls; and throughout their:sickness, after the first 
night, constipation, not diarrhoea, had continually to be obvi- 
ated. Icontinued in attendance regularly until the 16th. 

I have omitted to state that on the night of the 10th, the two 
young women were troubled for a time with excessive pruritis 
over the whole body, with occasional short flashes of fever.— 
On No. 2, an eruption, almost resembling impetigo, came out 
over the legs, but this might have originated from the desper- 
ate frictions to which they had been (according to popular 
usage,) subjected during the spasms before I arrived. On the 
second night, during a long continued epileptic fit, with hard 
full pulse at both radials, and carotids, with aphonia and heat 
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of scalp, I drew about 3 xx blood from No. 5. I could only 
guess at the quantity, as I had to perform the operation du- 
ring the most violent struggling and resistance, though he was 
held by three men. He became calm afterwards, but it did 
not appear to decrease the frequency of the paroxysms. The 
least exertion, the smallest excitement of mind or body, being 
for sometime succeded by these fits, though by degrees get- 
ting milder each time, and these attacks were most apt to oc- 
cur towards night. 

Now the course I pursued was as follows: After the first 
twelve hours I concluded it was useless to administer anti- 
dotes, the power of which must depend upvun their coming in 
contact with the poison in the stomach, and forming insoluble 
compounds with it. The object next to be sought, I consider- 
ed must be to remedy the evils already produced, and to re- 
move such portions of the poison as remained, not in the 
stomach or bowels, but as I believe, absorbed into the blood 
and thereby deposited in the tissues. 

For this purpose I employed occasional doses of Calomel 
combined with Hyosciamus, with Spts. Nitre and Compound 
Powder of Jalap, and each night Morphia with Quinine, to 
soothe and sustain the nervous system, and after the first three 
or four days I put them all upon a steady course of the Tinct. 
Ferri Mur. gtt. xx ter. die. 

Now writers on Toxicology appear chiefly to have directed 
their attention to the treatment of cases of poisoning by arsenic 
in powder. Their instructions are chiefly in regard to the 
gastric or arteric itritations. Dr. Christoson says, after the 
poison has been removed from the stomach, ‘Two indica- 
tions of cure remain to be fulfilled, viz: to allay the inflamma- 
tion of the alimentary canal, and to support the system under 
that extraordinary depressiom which it undergoes in the gen- 
erality of cases. Were it not for the latter of these objects, 


the treatment would be both obvious and generally success- 
ul.”—[Christoson: page 335: 3d London edition.] 





96 THOMPSON’S CASES OF 


I quote from Christoson alone, because he appears to be 
the standard and basis of most others. Dr. Pareira, in his 
valuable and copious work on Materia Medica, gives but a 
synopsis of Dr. C.’s facts and opinions. In Dr. Apjohn’s ar- 
ticle upon toxicology in the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine, 
he refers briefly, under the head of Arsenic, to its effects upon 
the nervous system, but it is merely to mention the fact. He 
denies the absorption of arsenic into the blood as its modus 
operandi, though he rather favors the views of Morgan and 
Addison, which refer the effects to the action otf the poison 
upon the nervous fibrils spread over the lining membrane of 
the vascular system, (apparently overlooking the fact that this 
is merely a mode of action through absorption.) And thus it 
would act directly on the sentient extremeties of the ganglionic 
nerves, for it is these which supply the blood-vessels, and 
thence producing either irritation of the ganglionic system and 
its dependencies, or prostration, just in proportion to the con- 
centration of the cause in relation to the resisting power of the 
individual. But if poison is thus takén into the blood, what 
becomes of it? Is it all excreted at once by the alvine dis- 
charges, etc., or is it only part exrceted and part deposited? 
If we admit the latter, which we can hardly doubt, from the 
analogy of Ferruginous and other medicinal metalic substan- 
ces, then what are the effect of these deposited portions? are 
they inert, or do they combine to exert their usual irritating 
effects ?* 

Now it appears to me that not only are these important to a 
full understanding of some of the phenomena I have recorded, 
but also as a guide to correct and scientific treatment, or in 
other words, to acting in reference to the real condition of 


*Any substance absorbed from the alimentary canal, (by the veins,) goes by them to 
the liver, thence to the right side of the heart, thence through the lungs, thence to the 
left side of the heart, and thence over the system. Its first effects then would be upon 
the ganglionic system, as exposed to its action in the veins, liver, heart, etc. Its second 
effects would be again upon the heart, and then upon the general organism; and hence 
would result poisoned nutrition, which could only be removed by the absorbent action 
ofthe veins or lymphatics, and thence excreted with other morbid or effete elements. 
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the system and the cause if its suffering. If morbid matters 
are in the blood or in the tissues, the excreting organs should 
remove them. 

The object in correct practice should be first so understand, 
if possible, where and how nature suffers; and where she fails 
to help herself, we should aid her weakness; and when she 
injures herself by her efforts, we should control her excesses. 
If we were treating an injury of the surface of the body, (as 
from a splinter or a thorn,) we would both strive to moderate 
the irritation, to remove the cause, and help nature to repair 
the evil done; and one effort would contribute to the success 
ofothers. If we find a person then suffering from the ner- 
vous irritation of arsenical poisoning, is it sufficient to sooth 
the nervous irritation, or must we not rather set all the outlets 
of the body to work, to remove the cause remaining? If my 
views are correct, that such cause is really left in the tissues 
of the body, then that the latter is a prominent duty cannot 
be doubted. 

In this place I mention an idea that has occurred to me, 
which, though merely a hypothesis, may suggest to others fur- 
ther enquiry. The known tendency of Arsenic to combine 
with Iron is the basis of all our effectual antidotes to its effects. 
May not the combination of the arsenic with the iron of the 
blood account for some of its effects? 

It will also be rernembered that I mentioned that whiskey 
taken in considerable quantities, did not, (to say the least of 
it,) appear to produce any injurious effects. Dr. Christoson, 
at page 337, says, when speaking of the practice proper in 
the advanced stages of poisoning with arsenic, ‘* That the prin- 
ciple object is to support the system by mild nourishment, 
avoiding at the same time stimulant diet of every kind, but 
especially spiritous and vinous liquors.” 

I before remarked that had gastric irritation been the promi- 
nent symptom, the propriety of this was evident; but I think 
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it is further evidence that the stomach bore but little share 
in the injury, and I suspect the accustomed stimulus, only aided 
nature to sustain its own action and carry on the elimination 
of the poison. 

For myself I confess, reasoning only upon the recorded ob- 
servatinos of others, I by no means feel sure that inflamma- 
tion of the grstric surface is essential to the most violent effects 
of the arsenic, because in those cases in which death has oc- 
curred within two days, it has by no means been found as a 
constant circumstance. 

Arsenic is not a corrrosive poison. The after effect of in- 
flammation of the stomach may be a secondary result from the 
poisoned condition of the system, in common with inflammation 
and gangrene of other parts, etc. etc. The most soluble pre- 
parations of arsenic are the most virulent; and our very anti- 
dotes act on the principle of forming an insoluble compound, 
perhaps therefore we have too readily supposed tliat gastric 
inflammation is a prominent and direct cause of death. 

I submit these views and suggestions with great humility, 
for my experience herein, is small; but I conceive we should 
never let respect for authorities, stay us from enquiry. 

P.S. Ihave to acknowledge my obligations to that emi- 
nent Chemist and Geologist, Dr. David D. Owen, of New 
Harmony, for his polite and able analysis of the suspected 
articles. His report I would copy but for the already to great 
length of this article. 

April 30, 1851. 
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ARTICLE II. 


A Statement in regard to several Puerperal Fever Cases, as read 
before the Indinapolis Medical Society, June 1st, 1850.—By 
T. Buttarp, M.D. 


With your permission, I will make a few brief statements, 
in regard to a matter of much interest to myself, and which 
may be the occasion of eliciting the expression of opinions 
and facts of value to the Society. 

From the 25th of March to April 14th, I attended five cases 
of Obstetrics—but one of them in town, and this manifested 
a slight febrile tendency, which, however, required but 
two or three days attendance. Those in the country, did not 
demand a second visit, save one, and that for an attack of 
tonsilitis within the mouth. From April 14th to May 23d, I 
attended nineteen cases, ten of which were within the corpo- 
ration. Of the nineteen, ten had puerperal fever. Of these I 
have had five fatal cases, and I have learned that one other 
died whom I delivered, but which fell into the hands of anoth- 
er physician, on the third day after delivery, while I was ill. 

My first fatal case, was a woman of bad constitution— 
scrofulous—attacked on the 3rd day and died on the 12th; 
sinking from secondary causes—prostration, etc., from uncon- 
trolable irritation of the bowels. 

Second case attacked on the 3rd day and died on the Gth. 
Rapid peritonitis, great effusion. 3rd attacked on the 2d day 
and died on the 5th; 4th attacked on the 2d day and died on 
the 4th; 5th attacked on the 5th and died on the 6th ; showing 
that the sooner febrile symptoms showed themselves afier 


delivery, the more rapidly fatal were the cases. 
The most severe case I have had which recovered, was not 
attacked until the 5th day, and on the 6th day the peritoneal 
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inflammation seemed to be transferred to the pleura. Active 
depletion, etc., controled this, and in a few days she was con- 
valescent. 

The 3d and 4th cases had great gastric irritation and re- 
gurgitation of every thing taken into the stomach, with a dark 
green fluid, much such as I have seen in the black vomit of 
the yellow fever. 

Now, without detaining you, there are a few questions of 
interest arising from the foregoing facts. For nearly six 
years, during which time I have been in practice in Indiana, 
I have had a reasonable share of obstetric practice ; and until 
last month, have not lost a single patient from Puerperal Fe- 
ver, and but two, I believe, in child-bed—one in the last 
stages of the Consumption, and*the other from congestion in 
Autumnal fever. Why then this sudden, and ‘to me some- 
what trying loss of five, within as many weeks? Unless de- 
sired, I will not enter upon the treatment, which, to the best 
of my judgment, was in accordance with the received princi- 


ples of practice, which, by-the-way, I admit is not saying 
much, for one can find authority for any mode of practice, and 
one about as successful, or rather wn-successful as another. 
In three of the fatal cuses, I had counsel, and offered it in all 
save one, and in that it was so obviously useless, I did not 


wish to involve any one else in the responsibility. 

First, then, is it epidemic? and if so, is it confined to the 
immediate vicinity? I believe numbers present, will be able 
to aid in the answer of this query. 

Second, if not epidemic, is it contagious, communicable, 
portable or transmissible by the physician, nurses or friends, 
passing from one puerperal woman to another? 

I have had perplexing doubts on this subject, and there are 
some weighty reasons for and against. I do not here allude 
to the testimony of authors on the subject, although I have 
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carefully examined them, for 1 am not writing an essay 
upon this disease. I have not a thing to hide in this matter, 
and wish the truth to be known. 

If no other physician in town has had marked cases of this 
disease since April 14th, or about that time, except those who 
may have been in connection with patients whom I have at- 
tended since then, it would seem strongly to show that the 
“fons et origo,” as the lamented Harrison would say, was 
the first fatal case I had, and that all others had in some way 
been derived from that. 

In favor of this view, it should be stated, that in the family 
of my first fatal case, at the time of her confinement, her lit- 
tle daughter, of six or seven years of age, was ill of an ordina- 
ry intermittent, and about the third day after febrile symp- 
toms manifested themselves in the mother; severe erysipelas 
took the place of the intermittent, which proved a malignant 
and obstinate case, yet which ultimately recovered—looking 
not only towards its communicability, but satisfying the opin- 
ion that the virus of the one disease may produce the other. 

On the other hand, why have not my country patients been 
attacked, if it is transmissible, and not locally epidemic? 
True, I understand that two of these were so attacked, of 
whom one died and one recovered, and that the physician 
who attended them while I was ill, has since had at least one 
fatal case in his own practice with which I had no intercourse 
until a few hours before death. I shall be glad to hear any- 
thing which shall shed light upon this obscure, and to me, in- 
teresting matter. I shall also be most happy freely to answer, 
as far as I am able, any inquiries in relation to my cases, and 
beg to be permitted to express my thanks to those of my bro- 
thers in the profession who have so freely and unsought, given 
me their countenance and sympathy in this dark period of 
my professional carreer among you. You all well know, that 
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it is the dark hour,—the one of trial and misfortune, if you 
will, which ties one’s friends, and I am happy to say that 
mine have not been only fair-weather friends. 

I may add, that the character of the labor, either in regard 
to time or severity, seeemed to have no influence whatever, 
in inducing an attack. Indeed, the worst case I had, was de- 
livered a few minutes before my arrival, while in the act of 
relieving her bowels, not admitting she was in labor, so that 
I had nothing to do but put her to bed and deliver the placenta 
from the vagina by gentle traction upon the chord. Nor was 
ergot used in but one case attacked, while it was used in two 
or three not attacked at all. 

Fearing, as“the disease seemed to trace me alone, that possi- 
bly I might communicate the poison, and being far from well, 
I determined to absent myself from town. I consequently 
left for Peru, Logansport, Lafayette, etc., and was gone some 
nine days. On the next day after my return, with every ar- 
ticle of apparel new, I ventured to attend an obstetrical case, 
believing most sincerely, that so far as contagiousness was con- 
cerned, | ran no risk of communicating the disease. Notwith- 
standing, she was seized with puerperal fever and died on 
the 5th day—and the same result in regard to an Irish wo- 
man whom I delivered on the 3d day aftermy return! I now 
refused to attend all obstetric cases, till about the first of Sep- 
tember. Since then I have been gradually resuming my ob- 
stetric practice, and thus far satisfactorily. 

Meanwhile, I believe ourcountry has not been entirely free 
from a tendency to puerperal fever and erysipelas, which 
last especially might be regarded as epidemic during the last 
of winter and early spring. Other of our physicians I believe, 
have had a number of puerperal cases, occasionally, ever 
since last spring; and it is well known that an unusual num- 
ber of women have been lest within the last twelve months, 
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in child-bed. Ihave seen several cases since last June oc- 
curring in the practice of other physicians, some of which died 
and others recovered. My opinion is, that the disease is now 
on the decline, and when it does occur, it is milder and more 
answerable to treatment. Still, our best physicians, occasion- 
ally have a fatal case. 

If hereafter, the above brief record of facts should afford any 
relief to a brother practitioner in the way of precedent, show- 
ing that he is not the first, thus, almost alone to encounter 
the onset of such a malady, I shall be more than repaid.— 
Such relief, I certainly did obtain from the perusal of Meig’s 
article on Puerperal Fever, especially form Dr. Rutter’s ex- 
perience, to which I beg leave to refer. 





ARTICLE III. 


A case of Insanity cured by Chloroform.—By Asanet CLarke, 
M.D., of Beloit, Rock Co., Wis. 


On the evening of the 19th of March last, I was called to 
see Mrs. F., aged 49. For two or three months previous to 
this time, she had been gloomy and desponding. During the 
day a letter had been received from California, containing un- 
pleasant intelligence. Several hysterical convulsions followed. 
She had recovered from these when I arrived, but appeared 
to be insane. I could not persuade her to take any medicine, 
and left, advising her attendants, if she did not get sleep du- 
ring the night, and was not in her right mind in the morning, 
to send for her husband. (Mr. F. had gone to the County 
Seat as a juryman.) 

He was sent for, and the family physician also, (a Homceo- 
pathist.) Ten days after I was requested to see her again. 
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She has had but little sleep, and has continued to be entire- 
ly insane ever since my last visit. I advised the use of chlo- 
roform. Mr. F., after making many objections, consented to 
have it given. I gave it till it produced quiet sleep, and left, 
giving directions to have the room kept still till she awoke.— 
She slept about twenty minutes after I left her, and awoke 
quite rational, and has continued so ever since. Afier she 
awoke, she commenced talking about matters that occurred 
during the day of my first visit. The ten days that had elapsed 
since, were wholly lost time to her. She has no recollection of 
any thing that occurred during that time. 

If you think the above, or any part of it, would be of inter- 
est to your readers, you are at liberty to publish it. 

April 23, 1851. 





ARTICLE IV. 


The Central Medical Society of Illinois. 


This Society held its regular meeting at Middletown, Logan 
Co., IIl’s., May 27th 1851. 

A paper was read before the Society, containing ‘‘Observa- 
tions on Cerebro-Arachnitis ur Meningitis, as it occurred in 
Clark, and Menard Cos., Ill’s.” After which a short ad- 
dress was read by Dr. Chamberlain, which papers were or- 
dered to be published in the ‘North-Western Medical and 
Surgical Journal.” 

A;Preamble and resolution was then adopted, to wit: 

Whereas, in consequence of high waters, and other inter- 
fering circumstances, the Physicians of the Central Medical 
Society were prevented from attending the regular annual 
meeting of said society, at which its annual election of officers 
should have been held—Therefore, Resolved, that said elec- 
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tion be deferred until the first regular meeting of the Society, 
on the second Wednesday in August next. 

It was also further Resolved, That the Regular meetings of 
this Society for the current year shall take place as follows:— 
On the second Wednesday in August, and the second Wednes- 
day in November, 1861; the second Wednesday in February, 
and the second Wednesday in May, 1852. 

Resolved that the times for holding the Regular Meetings of 
this Society, be published in the Springfield weekly papers, 
and the proceedings thereof in the North Western Medical 
and surgical Journal. 

On Motion, Dr. Chamberlain was appointed a Delegate to 
the State Medical Society, to be held in the city of Peoria, on 
the first Tuesday in June next. 

Adjourned to meet on the second Wednesday in August 
next. 





ARTICLE V. 


Mountain and Malarious Fevers produced by the same Cause: 
By Ira E. Oarman, M.D., of Dundee, IIl’s. 


In passing over one thousand miles of the vast plains 
towards the Pacific, the earlier emigrants of 1849, enjoyed 
great freedom from fevers. But while going through the 
South Pass of the Rocky Mountains, some of them experi- 
enced extreme dyspnoea, which was increased by exercise. 
The altitude was 8,500 feet above the level of the sea. This 
dyspnoea so resembled that I had observed in congestive fe- 
vers in Illinois, where the lungs were chiefly affected, that I 
was induced to enquire if they were produced by the same 
cause. We began to descend the same day, and were in 


lower altitude ; but still several thousand feet above the level 
2 
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of the sea. Within a few days, (I lost my Journal,) one-fourth 
of our company were taken with what is called the ‘ Moun- 
tain Fever.” 

They were attacked with depression of spirits, languor, and 
debility, with extreme aching in the fore-head and lumbar re- 
gions of the back, thirst, coldness and numbness of the ex- 
tremeties, and slight chills. ‘These were followed by an in- 
crease of thirst and pain, with febrile reaction—generally high, 
and in some cases delirium. If not energetically treated, the 
remission was very light in the morning. The cases yielded 
in from one to three days, to six or eight grains of Sulph. Qui- 
nine and one-fourth to one-third ofa grain of Sulph. Morphine 
three or four times a day, after a mercurial crthartic. The 
convalescence, was as rapid as is usual in this country, after 
such fevers. 

Fat bacon and coffee had been the staple articles of food, 
since we left home; and such was our mode of life, that we 
partook of them in no sparing quantities. These being highly 
carbonacious articles, and the weather rather warm, there 
was evidently an accumulation of carbon in the system. While 
the same quantities were still ingested, we ascended to an al- 
titude, (8,500 feet) where the atmosphere was so rare, that, 
with deep and frequent inspirations, there was not sufficient 
oxygen taken into the circulation, to maintain the vital actions 
during active exercise. Hence the dyspnoea and sense of 
impending suffocation. The carbon, not meeting the proper 
eliments with which to combine, could not be eliminated from 
the system through the natural avenues. Consequently, a 
vast accumulation would take place in a short time. The 
coldness of the nights in this altitude, checking the insensible 
prespiration, would produce a pathological state of the blood, 
which would derange, consecutively, the functions of the liver, 
kidneys, etc., through which the carbon is eliminated. The 
blood, now loaded with carbon,. and imperfectly heematized; 
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failing thereby to stimulate the cerebral and nervous functions, 
that state of depression and languor would follow, which re- 
sults in chills and all the phenomena of fever. 

Here the country was dry and the air salubrious; and to 
the closest observer, there was no local cause of disease. Yet 
here only did we suffer from fevers; and here only did we see 
the graves of former emigrants. It seemed reasonable to at- 
tribute these fevers to an excess of carbon in the system; 
there being no other appreciable cause. 

Let us now examine if fevers called malarious are produced 
by the same cause. Epidemics of these fevers, occur after 
protracted heat and drought in marshy and alluvial localities. 
And according to Dr. Ferguson and others, in the dried up 
beds of streams; and where absorbing surfaces had been 
flooded and had become dry, The invariable conditions of 
protracted heat and drought, would so rarify the air, that the 
carbon not meeting oxygen in adequate proportions for combi- 
nation, would accumulate in the system; and if the diet used 
was carbonacious, (and soldiers generally use such,) the quan- 
tities would be increased. If these conditions obtained where 
there was vegetable matter in an advanced stage of decompo- 
sition, as is usually the case where these diseases prevail, 
then, through the lungs, would large additions be made to the 
already excessive quantity of carbon in the system. In the 
“dried up beds of streams,” and where “absorbing surfaces” 
had been flooded, and had become dry, we would expect to 
find the remains of decaying vegetable matter largely in the 
former case, and to some extent in the latter, although not per- 
ceptible perhaps, tothe eye. But if not as alleged, there were 
the invariable conditions of protracted heat and drought, or a 
high altitude, and probably carbonacious diet, which would 
produce the same pathological condition of the fluids. The 
California emigrants above referred to, had neither drought or 
considerable heat; nor yet were they exposed to alluvial lands 
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made bare, or grounds annually flooded and now dry and ab- 
sorbing, with the “vegetation utterly burned up.” And yet they 
had all the phenomena of endemic malarious fever, which 
was answerable to the same treatment. 

This being the true ztiology of these diseases, we may bet- 
ter understand the modus operandi of venesection, practiced 
for the cure of intermittents in the cold stage,—how Quinine, 
and Morphia, and even active stimulants, remove all the phe- 
nomena of fever, by equalizing the circulation, quieting ner- 
vous irritability, promoting prespiration, and the secretions of 
the liver, kidneys, etc. And how the recuperative powers of 
the system are exerted to free the blood from the surplus car- 
bon, by increasing the fullness and frequency of the respira- 
tions, by the vigorous circulation, etc., in fever; making pow- 
erful (though sometime abortive) efforts to excite all the organs 
to vigorous action, through which the carbon is eliminated 
from the body. Or if there is a relative deficiency of nitro- 
gen in the cerebrum and nervous system, how that is supplied 
by quinia, and other nitrogenized substances. 

Having seen no very satisfactory theory of the chemical 
nature of this indefinable agent we call malaria, I submit the 
results of my observations, hoping that they may, at least, 
throw some light upon the further elucidation of this subject, 
which has so long been a desideratum in medicine. 

There is a highly interesting article in the first volume ot 
the North-Western Med. and Surg. Journal, I find, in refer- 
ence to this theory of the etiology of malarious diseases, by 
S. G. Armor, M.D., then of Rockford, III. 

Other theories are advocated with plausibility, by eminent 
men of the west. The progress of medical science is such, 
that we may hope to be able to demonstrate the true chemi- 
cal cause of our malarious diseases, at no very remote period 

April 14, 1851. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
Fulton County (Il?s.) Medical Society. 


Agreeably to adjournment, the Fulton County Medical So- 
ciety convened at Mr. Maple’s Hall, in Canton, on Saturday 
the 24th of May, G. H. Hickman being in the Chair, and W. 
H. McDowell acting as Secretary. 

The object of the meeting having been stated, the following 
resolution was adopted : 

Whereas, we cannot recognize Dr. Falkenthal as a regular 
praetitioner of medicine, nor as eligible to membership of this 
Society ; therefore, 

Resolved, That he be suspended as a member of the com- 
mittee appointed to draft and report a Constitution and By- 
Laws, and that Dr. Wm. H. Nance, be substituted a member 
of said committee. 

The committee previously appointed to draft a Constitution, 
reported. 

On motin the report was accepted and the committee dis- 
charged. 

On motion it was resolved that a committee be appointed 
to draft a bill of rates; whereupon Messrs. E. C. Gardiner, J. 
H. Pearsoll, J. Gregory, and J. R. Walters were appointed 
said committee. 

On motion the society adjourned until one o’clock P. M. 

Met pursuant to adjournment. A Constitution and By- 
Laws were then adopted. The report of the committee on 
the bill of rates was read, and on motion was laid on the 
table. 


On motion it was resolved to proceed to the election of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year; which resulted in the election of 

W.H. Nance, President; G. H. Hickman, A. Hull, and J. 
B. E. Albright, Vice-Presidents; Asa Lee Davidson, Record- 
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ing Secretary; E. C. Gardiner, Corresponding Secretary ; J. 
R. Walters, Treasurer; H. Martin, Librarian; H. Ingersoll, 
A. M. Johnston, J. C. Fitz, J. H. Pearsoll and J. Gregory, 
Censors. 

The delegates appointed to the State Convention were G. 
H. Hickman, J. B. E. Albright, J. C. Fitz, and A. Hull. 

On Motion, Resolved, That if any of the delegates, appointed 
to the State Convention, were absent, their vacancies be filled 
by visiting members. 

On motion, Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 
be published in the Canton Register, and the North-Western 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 

On motion, Resolved, That we tender our thanks to Mr. 
Maple, for the use of his hall. 

Physicians present were G. H. Hickman, W. H. Nance, J. 
C. Fitz, A. M. Johnston, E. C. Gardiner, J. R. Urich, Asa 
Lee Davidson, H. Ingersoll, J. R. Walters, H. Martin, J. B. 
E. Albright, W. M. McDowell, J. Gregory, A. Hull, W. D. 
Nelson, J. H. Pearsoll, and J. B. Cunningham. 


On motion the meeting adjourned. 
G. H. HICKMAN, President. 
W.M. McDoweE tt, Sec’y. 





fart I—Reviews and Notices of New Works. 


ARTICLE I. 


The Physicians Prescription Book: containing List of Terms, 
Phrases, Contractions and Abbreviations used in Prescrip- 
tions, with Explanary notes; also the Grammatical Con- 
struction of Prescriptions, etc., etc. To which is added a 
Key, containing the Prescriptions in an Unabreviated form, 
with a Literal Translation, intended for the use of Medical 
and Pharmaceutical Students. First American from the 
tenth London edition. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blaki- 
ston: 1851: pp. 288: 12 mo: (from the publishers, through 
S. C. Griggs & Co., Chicago.) 


This is an exceedingly convenient little work, filled with val- 
uable information to the practitioner. And, as it is becoming 
more and more fashionable to dispense with the study of Latin 
in the preliminary education of students, the translations of 
Latin prescriptions, placed in parallel colums with them, will 
be very convenient to those, who wish to inform themselves of 
their meaning and construction, without the study of the lan- 
guage. 

The definitions given of the Nomenclature used in pre- 
scriptions, will be useful to the medical student in acquiring 
a knowledge of medical technoiogy. 

Not less important, is the chapter on abbreviations. There 
are so many errors in the abbreviations of prescriptions, that 
attentton should be directed to them with a view to the 
means of theit prevention. Unquestionably this chapter will 
prove profitable to both the prescribing physician and the 
apothecary. 
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The formulary for powders, pills, etc., may be well for ex- 
amples, but we cannot conceive that much advantage can 
arise from the study of a long catalogue of prescriptions given 
entirely independent of their therapeutical application. 

Altogether, we regard the little work before us as calcula- 
ted to be highly useful to the student, the physician and apoth- 


ecary. 





ARTICLE IL. 


The Dissector or Practical and Surgical Anatomy:—By Enras- 
mus Witson, author of “A System of Human Anatomy,” 
etc. With one hundred and fifteen Illustrations. Edited 
by Paut B.Gopparp, M.D. A new and improved edition. 
pp- 458: 12 ino. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea: 1851: 
(from the publishers through 8. C. Griggs & Co., Chicago. 


This generally popular work is now improved by the sup- 
ply of deficiencies created by the advance of investigation, and 
several new cuts ; amongst which, those illustrating the anato- 
my of the parts concerned in hernia, and of the perinzeum, are 
of the most importance. 

The work is so generally known and approved, that it is 
unnecessary for us to say any thing in its commendation. 





TREATISE ON DISLCCATIONS, ETC. 


ARTICLE III. 


Aj Treeatise on Dislocations and Fractures of the Joints:—By 
Sir Asttey Cooper Bart, F.R.S., Sergeant Surgeon to 
to the King, etc. A new edition much enlarged. Edited 
by Branssy B. Cooper, F.R.S., Surgeon to Guy’s Hospit- 
al. With additional observations, and a Memoir of the 
Author. A new American edition: pp. 496: 8 mo. Phil- 
adelphia: Blanchard & Lea: 1851: (from the publishers 
through S. C. Griggs & Co., Chicago.) 


No Surgical work has attained to a higher position of au- 
thority in Great Britain and America, than the treatise before 
us) The distinguished author, an interesting memoir of 
whose life is prefixed to this edition, has left behind him no 
better or more enduring monument to his ability and skill as 
a surgeon and teacher, than the work before us. 


Its eminently practical character, its clear, plain, and forci- 
ble delineations of principles and practice are such, as to 
make it both interesting and useful. No practitioner of Sur- 
gery should be without a copy of it in his library. 





DISEASES OF MENSTRUATION, ETC. 


ARTICLE IV. 


On Diseases of Menstruation and Ovarian Inflammation in con- 
nexion with Sterility, Pelvic Tumors, and Affections of the 
Womb:—By Epwarp Joun Titt, M.D., Physician to the 
Farmington General Dispensary, and to the Paddington 
free Dispensary for the Diseases of Women and Children, 
“Omne Animal ab Ovo.” pp 285: 12 mo: New-York. 8. §. 
& W. Wood, No. 261 Pearl St.: 1851: (from the publishers.) 


We have been looking with some anxiety for the appear- 
ance of this work, materials for which were being gathered by 
the author, by a circular of enquiry, about a year ago. From 
a glance at its design and genera! arrangement, we are very 
favorably impressed, and have no doubt it will prove to be a 
valuable work. As it is something new, we will endeavor to 
give an anlysis of it in our next number; in the mean time we 


advise our readers who wish to post up on the topics indicated 
in the title at the head of this article, to procure the work and 
examine it for themselves, 





Part 3.—Selections. 


ARTICLE I. 


Minutes of the Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Medical 
Association, held in the City of Charleston, May 1, 1851. 


Cuareston, May 6th, 1851. 

The Association met in St. Andrew’s Hall at 11 o’clock 
A. M., the President, Dr. Mussey, in the chair. 

Dr Simons, chairman of a committee from the South Caroli- 
nia Medical Association, welcomed the delegates to the city. 

Dr. Frost, chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, rea. 
alist of the delegates who had registered their names. 

The President read the following letter: 

‘‘PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 27th, 1850. 
“R.D. Mussey, M.D., President of the American Medical 

Association. 

Sir: The state of my health is such as to render my at- 
tention to professional duties, for the present, unsafe, and I 
have, therefore, resolved to seek relaxation abroad. AsI shall 
not, in all probability, return home before the next meeting of 
the Association, I beg leave to tender my resignation of the 
office of Secretary, and to offer to the Association, through 
you, my acknowledgments for the honor with which they have 
so repeatedly distinguished me. 

“With most earnest hopes for the prosperity of the Associ- 
ation, I have the honor to be 

“Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
[Signed] “ALFRED STILLE.” 

On motion of Dr. Arnold, of Ga., the letter was ordered to 
be recorded on the minutes, in evidence of the high estima- 
tion felt by the Association for the services of Dr. Sulle. 

Dr. Arnold, of Ga., offered the following resolution, which 
was seconded by Dr. Frost, of S. C., and adopted.— 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each State repre- 
sented in the Association, to be chosen by their respective del- 
egations, be appointed to nominate suitable officers to be elec- 
ted for the ensuing year. 
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On motion, the association then went into a recess of fifteen 
minutes, to enable the delegations to appoint the Nominating 
Committee. 

At the expiration of the recess, the President annouuced 
the Nominating Committee as follows: Drs. Horatio Adams, 
Massachusetts; Usher Parsons, Rhode Island; A. H. Stevens, 
New York; Joseph Fithian, New Jersey; Joseph Carson, 
Pennsylvania; G. W. Miltenberger, Maryland; B. R. Welford, 
Virginia; N. J. Pittman, North Carolina; H. R. Frost, South 
Carolina; R. D. Arnold, Georgia; W. H. Anderson, Alabama; 
James Jones, Louisiana; J. B. Lindsley, Tennessee; J. B. 
Flint, Kentucky; Geo. Mendenhall, Ohio; Thos. Reyburn, 
Missouri; John Sloan, Indiana; C. Boyle, Dist of Columbia. 

The President delivered an address. 

The Nominating Committee reported the following officers 
of the Association. 

President—James Moultrie, South Carolina. 

Vice-Presidents—G. Hayward, Mass.; R. D. Arnold, Ga; 
B. R. Welford, Va.; J. B. Flint, Ken. 

Secretaries—H. W. De Saussure, S. C.; P. C. Gooch, Va. 

Treasurer—Isaac Hays, Pennsylvania. 

The report was accepted, and on motion of Dr. La Roche, 
of Pennsylvania, it was resolved that the officers thus nomina- 
ted be the officers of the Association the year; and that the 
officers elected be invited to take their seats. The President 
elect then returned his thanks to the Association, for the honor 
conferred upon him. 

The Secretary read a report transmitted to him by Dr. 
Roberts, of Maryland, of a committee appointed at the last 
meeting of the Assoctation to report unfinished business. On 
motion of Dr. Arnold, of Ga., the report was accepted and 
laid on the table. 

Dr. Gaillard, of S. Carolina, moved that the following reso- 
lution, offered by Dr. Drake, of Ohio, at the session of 1850, be 
taken up for consideration, viz:— 

Resolved, That the second section of the regulations of the 
Association be so amended as to require that candidates for 
membership by invitaton be nominated in writing by five mem- 
bers; that when elected, they shall enjoy all the rights of 
delegates; and that all permanent members shall be en- 
titled to vote. 

After some discussion, on motion of Dr. Stevens, of New 
York, the resolction was referred to a committee consisting of 
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Dr. Drake, of Ohio, Dr. Wood, of Pennsylvania, and Dr. 
Wellford, of Virginia. 

The reports of standing committees being then called for, 
Dr. Stevens, of New York, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committeee be appointed to report to the 
Association the business before it, and to offer such sugges- 
tions as they may deem advisable for the due discharge of 
the same. 

The resolution was discussed by Drs. Storer, of Mass.; 
Moore, of Ga.; and Bellinger, of S. C., and finally rejected. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet on Wednes- 
day, the 7th, at 10 o’clock A. M. 


May 71H.—Morning Session. 


The Association met at 11 o’clock A. M., the President, Dr. 
Moultrie, in the chair. 

Dr. Wood, of Penn., chairman of the committee appointed 
to consider and report on the amendment to the constitution, 
proposed in the resolution of Dr. Drake, of Ohio, at the session 
of 50, reported that it was advisable to adopt that part of the 
resolution requiring members by invitation to be proposed, in 
writing, by five members, giving them all the privileges of 
delegates, except the right to vote; also recommending that 
the part of the resolution giving permanent members the right 
to vote, be adopted. 

Dr. Drake, of Ohio, from the Same committee, made a 
minority report, recommending that the constitution be so 
amended as to require members by invitation to be nominated 
in writing by five members, giving them all the rights and 
privileges of delegates, including those of voting and perma- 
nent membership ; also recommending that permanent mem- 
bers be allowed the privilege of voting. These reports were 
discussed by Drs. Arnold, of Ga.; Wood, of Penn.; Davis, of 
Ill.; Drake, of Ohio; Atlee, of Penn.; Meigs, of Penn. 

Ai this stage of the discussion, Dr. C. Hooker, of Conn., 
asked and obtained a suspension of the discussion, to enable 
him to offer the following resolution, which was adopted; 

Resolved, that no member be permitted to speak longer 
than ten minutes at one time, in any one debate. 

The discussion of the report was then resumed by Drs. 
Dickson, of S.C.; Hays, of Penn.; Davis, of Ill.; Bond, of 
Md.; and Z. B. Adams, of Mass. 
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Dr. Hays, of Penn., moved to lay the reports on the table, 
but modified the motion so that a vote might be taken on each 
recommendation of the reports. The part of the report re- 
quiring members by invitation to be nominated, in writing, by 
five members, and giving them the rights of delegates, was 
then lain on the table. The vote being taken on allowing per- 
manent members the privilege of voting, it was lost by a large 
majority. 

Dr. Hays, of Penn., Treasurer and Chairman of the Com- 
mitttee on Publication, presented and read his reports, con- 
cluding with the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the assessment for the present year shall 
be three dollars. 

Resolved, That those delegates who pay the assessment 
shall be entitle«! to one copy of the Transactions for the present 
year, and that the payment of two dollars in addition shall en- 
title them to two additional copies. 

Resolved, That the permanent members shall be entiled to 
one copy of the Transactions for the present year, on the pay- 
ment of two dollars, and three copies on the payment of five 
dollars. 

Resolved, That the societies which have been represented 
in the Association shall be entitled to copies, for their members, 
on the same terms that copies are furnished to permanent 
members. 

Resolved, That permanent members, unless present at the 
meeting as delegates, shall not be subject to any assessment. 

Resolved, That the several committees be requested to 
bring to the meeting of the Association their reports correctly 
and legibly transcribed, and that they be required to hard 
them to the Secretaries as soon as they have been read. 

The report was accepted, and referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

The resolutiuns were considered serzatim, and adopted. 

On motion ot Dr. Drake, of Ohio, the report of the Com- 
mittee on Surgery was called for. 

Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Ga., chairman of the Committee on 
Surgery, presented and read the report of the committee, 
which, on motion, was accepted and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

The Secretary informed the Association that he had re- 
ceived from Dr. Flint, of New-York, chairman of the Com- 
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mittee on Practical Medicine, a printed copy of the report of 
the committee, three hundred of which had also been sent for 
distribution among the members of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, of Penn., the report was read by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

The Association then adjourned to 5 P. M. 


Afternoon Session. 


The President in the chair. , 

Dr. Boyle, of the Dist. of Columbia, invited the Associa- 
tion, in the name of the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia, to hold its next annual meeting in the city of 
Washington. Drs. C, P. Johnson and P. C. Gooch, of Va., 
presented similar invitations from the Medical Department of 
Hampden Sydney Ccllege and the Medical Society of Vir- 
ginia, to meet in Richmond, Va. Dr. James Jones, of Louis- 
iana, presented an invitation of like purport from the Medical 
Faculty of the University of Louisiana, to hold its next ses- 
sion in New-Orleans, La. 

Dr. Reyburn, of Missouri, urged the claims of St. Louis as 
the next place of meeting. 

On motion, these several invitations were referred to the 
Committee on nominations. 

On motion of Dr. Parsons, of Rhode Island, the Committee 
on Nominations were requested to make the appointment of 
ihe several standing committees. Drs. N. B. Ives, of Conn., 
and N.S. Davis, of Ill’s, were added to the Committee on 
Nominations, these States not having been previously repre- 
sented. Dr. Jones, of Louisiana, declined serving on the 
committee, and Dr. E. D. Fenner was appointed, by the del- 
egation of the State, in his stead. 

On motion of Dr. Wragg, of 8. C., the reports of the Com- 
mittee on Prize Essays, and of Obstetrics; were made the 
special order of the evening session. 

The Secretary presented and read the report of the Com- 
mittee on Prize Essays. The committee awarded the prize 
for successful authorship to Dr. John C. Dalton, Jr., of Boston, 
author of the essay ‘On the Corpus Luteum of Menstruation 
aud Pregnancy,” recommending that the essay be published in 
the Transactions of the Association. On motion, the report 
was accepted and referred to the Committee on Publication. 
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Dr. Storer, of Massachusetts, the chairman of the Committee 
on Obstetrics, presented and read the report of the committee. 
Dr. Robinson, of 8. C., moved the report to be re-committed 
to the committee. After some discussion, this resolution was 
adopted. The report was recommitted and made the special 


order for the morning session. 
The Association then adjourned to 10 A. M., of Thursday. 


May 8ta—Morning Session. 


The President, Dr. Moultrie, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Dr. J. N. Smith, of Mass., moved that the report of the 
committee on Medical Education be made the special order, 
after the disposal of the report of the Committee on Obstetrics, 

Dr. Gaillard, of S. C., on behalf of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, read a list of the delegates registered since the 
last report. 

Dr. Campbell, of Georgia, placed on the table, for inspec- 
tion and examination, a model of a malformation of the knee- 
join, the patella of which was wanting. 

Dr. G. B. Wood, of Pa., offered the following resolution:— 

Resolved, That colleges, exclusively of dentistry, and phar- 
macy, are not recognized by this Association as among the 
bodies authorized to send delegates to its meetings. 

Dr. J. R. Wood, of New-York, moved to amend by dividing 
the resolution so as to take the question—first, on the reception 
of delegates from colleges of dentistry, and then on the recep- 
tion of delegates from colleges of pharmacy. The amend- 
ment was accepted. 

The question of the reception of delegates from colleges of 
dentistry was then discussed by Drs. Hays, of Pa.; Z. B. Ad- 
ams, of Mass.; Wood, of Penn.; Drake, of Ohio; Wood, of N. 
York; J. L. Atlee, of Penn.; and Bond, of Maryland. 

At this stage of the discussion, Dr. Yardley, of Penn., asked 
and obtained leave to read the following preamble and resolu- 
tions, ordered to be laid before the Association by the Phila- 
delphia County Medical Society. 

Whereas, The Constitution of the American Medical As- 
sociation, by providing for the reception of delegates from all 
permanently organized medical societies, medical colleges, 
hospitals, lunatic asylums, and other permanently organized 
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medical institutions, unjustly favors the profession in cities 
where such institutions exist, and can be readily formed, and 
diminishes the importance and thereby discourages the form- 
ation of county medical societies in rural districts, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Constitution of said Association should 
be altered so as to admit only delegates from county or state 
medical societies. 

Resolved, That a copy of the preceding preamble and reso- 
lution, signed by the President and Secretary of this Society, 
be transmitted to the Association at its next session. 

[Signed.] SAMUEL JACKSON, Pres’t, 
D. FRANCIS CONDIE, Sec’y. 


PutLapELpuia, April 25th, 1851. 


The preamble and resolution having been read, Dr. Lamb, 
of Penn., moved to lay the whole subject on the table, which 
motion was lost. The discussion was then resumed by Drs. 
Hays, of Penn., Atlee, of Penn., Drake, of Ohio, Wood, of 
Penn., and Bond, of Maryland. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Penn, moved that the whole subject of 
delegates from colleges of dentistry and pharmacy be referred 
toa committee consisting of five members, with instructions 
toreport whether some more equitable plan of representation 
than the present one cannot be devised. This resolution was 
adopted. On motion of Dr. Yardley, of Penn., the preamble 
and resolutions of the Philadelphia County Medical Society 
were referred to the same committee. 

Dr. Jones, of N. C., offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all the Medical Colleges in the U. States 
are hereby earnestly and respectfully requested to hold a con- 
vention through delegates respectively chosen by them, a least 
once in every six years, to take into consideration the proper 
method of harmoniously elevating the standard of medical ed- 
ucation in said colleges. 

The Secretary read a letter and some documents placed on 
the table, which, on motion of Dr. C. Hooker, of Conn., were 
referred to the Indiana delegation, with instructions to report 
at Jo’clock P. M. 

The report of the Committee on obstetrics being the special 
order, Dr. Storer, of Mass., chairman of that committe, pre- 
sented the report, which on motion was accepted and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 


3 
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Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Penn., presented to the Association, om 
behalf of Prof. Haldeman, of Lancaster County, Penn., an 
essay on Latin pronunciation, and moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Medical Education. 

The report of the Committee on Medical Education being 
now the special order, its reading was suspended to receive 
the report of the Nominating Committee, which was presented, 
read, and laid on the table. 

Dr. Hays, of Penn., called up a resolution submitted by 
himself during the session of 1849, which, as it involved an 
alteration ot the constitution, was laid on the table until the 
next session. In consequence of the absence of Dr. Hays from 
the session of 1850, the resolution was referred to the com- 
mittee on unfinished business, to be reported on at the present 
session. The resolution reads as follows: (vide vol. ii. pp. 43.) 

Resolved, To strike out from the Coustitution of the Asso- 
ciation all that relates to standing committees on ‘ Medical 
Sciences,” on ‘* Practical Medicine,” on “ Surgery,” on ‘ Ob- 
stetrics,” on ** Medical Education,” and on ‘ Medical Litera- 
ture. 

This resolution was discussed by Drs. Stevens, of N. York, 
Drake, of Ohio, Hooker, of Conn., Wood, of Penn., and Davis, 
of Ill., and finally adopted. 

Dr. Wood, of Penn., offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to take 
into consideration the arrangement of committees for future 
action, to report as early as possible. 

The roport of the Indiana delegation, being the special order 
for one o’clock P. M., was presented and read. The report 
recommended that the letter and accompanying documents 
be referred to the Medical Society of the State of Indiana, for 
their consideration. On motion the report was accepted, and 
the documents directed to be sent to the Medical Society of 
of the State of Indiana. 

The report of the committee on Medical Education being 
now the special order, Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, moved that, 
as the report was a long one, and the hour late, the reading 
of the report be made the special order for the evening ses- 
sion, and the report of the Committee on Medical Literature 
be called up in its stead. The motion was adopted. 

Dr. Reyburn, of Missouri, chairman of the Comunittee on 
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Medical Literature, presented and read the report of the com- 
mittee. Inthe course of his report, he gave way to a motion 
to adjourn. 

Before the adjournment, the Secretary announced that Dr. 
N.S. Davis, of Illinois, had prepared a paper entitled, “An Ex- 
perimental Inquiry concerning some points connected with 
the Process of Assimilation and Nutrition.” 

On motion of Dr. Stephenson, of New-York, Dr. Davis was 
requested to read his paper after the reports of the standing 
committees had been read and disposed of. 

The Association then Adjourned to five o’clock P. M. 


Afternoon Session. 


The President, Dr. Moultrie, in the chair. 

The President announced that he had appointed Drs. Hays, 
of Penn., Stevens, of N. Y., Yardley, of Penn, Storer, of Mass., 
and Jones, of N. C., the committee under Dr. Wood’s resolu- 
tion, to inquire into the constitutionality of receiving delegates 
from colleges ot dentistry and pharmacy; also that he had 
appointed Drs. G. B. Wood, of Penn., Drake, of Ohio, Stevens, 
of N. Y., Hooker, of Conn., Adams, of Mass., B. R. Wellford, 
of Va., and Dickson, of S. C., the committee under Dr. Wood’s 
resolution to appoint special committees in place of the stand- 
ing committees abolished by the adoption of Dr. Hays’ reso- 
lution. 

Dr. Dickson, of 8. C., asked and obtained leave, before pro- 
ceeding with the special order, to introduce the following pre- 
amble and resolutions:— _ 

Whereas, efforts are being made to repeal the law of 1847, 
which confers protective rank on the members of the Medical 
Department of the Army: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association views 
with regret the existence of hostility to the act of Congress ap- 
proved February 11th, 1847, which confers legal rights, and 
equality with other staff departments, on the Medicai Officers 
of the Army, and gives them a position to which the charac- 
terand importance of the profession entiles them. 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions, with the resolu- 
tions of the Association passed at its last annual meeting, on 
the same subject, be transmitted to the Secretary of War, and 
of the Navy, also to the Chiefs of the Medical Department of 
of each service, and to the presiding officer of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States. 
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The resolutions were seconded by Dr. Lebby, of 8. C., 
and unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Reyburn, chairman of the Committee on Medical Lit- 
erature, completed the reading of the report of the committee, 
and concluded with the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to take 
into consideration that portion of this report which refers to 
the organization of a society for the reception and discussion 
of original scientific papers, and that said committee be and is 
hereby instructed to present the details of a plan, if deemed by 
them expedient, for such a society or section at the next an- 
nual meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Lamb, of Penn, the report was accepted 
and referred to the Committee on Publication, and the resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on the Organization of the 
Association, appointed under Dr. Wood’s resolution. 

The report of of the Committee on Medical Education being 
now the special order, it was moved that that part of the re- 
port relating to demonstrative midwifery, referred to the com- 
mittee by resolution of the Association at its last meeting, be 
now read, and the remainder of the report be made the special 
order of the morning session, The motion was adopted. 

Dr. Hooker, of Conn., chairman of the Committee on Medi- 
cal Education, then presented and read the report ot the com- 
mittee on demonstrative midwifery. On motion the report 
was accepted and referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr, Dickson, of S. C., then offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this Association unanimously approve the 
opinion expressed in the report of the committee on Medical 
Education in respect to demonstrative midwifery. 

The Association then adjourned to ten o’clock A. M. of 
Friday. 

May 9tH—Morning Session. 


The President, Dr. Moultrie in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Dr. Stevens, of N. Y., asked and obtained a suspension of 
the special order, which was the report of the Committee on 
Medical Education, to enable him to present the following 


resolutions: 
Resolved, That the members of this Association cannot 








MEDICAL PROGRESS. 126 


separate without expressing their grateful sense of the hospi- 
talities and numerous delicate attentions received from their 
medical brethren of South Carolina, and the citizens of 
Charleston. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be formed to procure 
a tablet, with a suitable inscription commemorative of this 
meeting, and of the feelings it has elicited, to be placed at the 
disposal of the Medical Association of the State of South Caro- 
lina. 

The inscription on the label to be as follows:— 

“This tablet is here placed by the American Medical As- 
sociation, to commemorate their annual meeting in the city of 
Charleston, in May, 1851, and to signalize their gratitude for 
the extraordinary professional and social enjoyment that ac- 
companied it.” 

The resolutions were seconded by F. A. Ramsey, of Tenn., 
and adopted. Drs. G. Hayward, of Mass.; Stevens, of N. Y.; 
and Ramsey, of Tenn., were appointed the committee. 

Dr. Ramsey, of Tenn., asked and obtained a further sus- 
pension of the rules, to read a letter from Dr. E. D. Fenner, 
in relation to his annual publication of a volume of “ Reports 
on the Diseases of the Southern States.” The letter was read 
and Dr. Ramsey, of Tenn., offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the effort of Dr. Fenner to place, on a firm 
and durable basis, an annual publication embracing medical 
reports from the whole Southern portion of the Union, merits 
the cominendation of this Association, and should receive 
solid support from American physicians. 

Dr. Hays, of Penn., asked and obtained leave to call up so 
much of the report of the nominating committee as recom- 
mends a place for the next meeting of the Association, and 
nominates the Committees of Arrangement and Publication. 
The report was read as follows: 

The Committee of Nominations beg leave to report that 
they recommend, as the place for the next meeting of the As- 
sociation, Richmond, Va. 

They report, also, the following committees for the confir- 
mation of the meeting: 

Committee of Arrangements.—Drs. R. W. Haxall, Va., ch’n; 
C. P. Johnson, Va.; C. B. Gibson, Va.; J. Beale, Va.; C.S. 
Mills, Va.; S. Mupas, Va.;R. D. Haskins, Va.; M. P. Scott, Va. 
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Committee on Publication.—Drs. Isaac Hays, of Penn, ch'n; 
G. Emerson, Penn., D. F. Condie, Penn.; H. W. De Saussure, 
S. C.; Isaac Parrish, Penn.; G. W. Norris, Penn.; P. C. Gooch, 
Virginia. 

Dr. Drake, of Ohio, made an urgent appeal in favor of 
Washington City,the as next place of meeting. On motion of 
Dr. Johnson, of Va., the report appointing Richmon«', Va., as 
the next place of meeting, was adopted, and the nominations 
of the Committees of Arrangement and Publication were 
confirmed. 

Dr. Hooker, chairman of the Committee of Medical Educa- 
tion, completed the reading of the report of the committee, 
concluding it with the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the abuses which exist in the modes of med- 
ical education pursued in this country demand the serious 
consideration of the profession. 

Resolved, That free discussion in relation to the causes is 
an important means of effecting their removal. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, no effort 
to remove these abuses can succeed that is not based upen a 
reform in the the public sentiment both of the profession and 
of the community. 

Resolved, That this reform, so far as the profession is con- 
cerned, is to be effected mainly through its organization, and 
that it is, therefore, incumbent upon every physician to do all 
that he can to give them character and efficiency. 

Resolved, That this Association have confidence in all 
proper efforts which have for their object a reform in the senti- 
ment and practice of the community, in relation to medicine 
and the medical profession. 

Resolved, That the recommendations of this Association, at 
its former meetings, in regard to education, both preliminary 
and medical, be affirmed, and that both the schools and pri- 
vate preceptors be still urged so to do their duty as to secure 
to the community a well-educated profession. 

Resolved, That in the work of medical reform, while all pre- 
cipitate movements should be avoided, we should aim at a 
steady advance, from year to year, till a thorough system of 
education be established by the profession throughout our 
country. 


Dr. G. B. Wood, of Pa., asked and obtained leave to sus- 
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pend the order usually observed in reports, in order to present 
ihe report of the Committee on Special Committees. 

Dr. G. B. Wood, of Pa.; chairman of the committee, made 
the following report: 

The cémmittee to whom was referred the subject of arran- 
ging a plan of committees for future action, in place of the 
standing committees abolished by the Association, have the 
honor to report as follows: 

It appears to them that the most feasible plan of accomplish- 
ing the objects of the Association, is to select certain subjects, 
which may be considered as suitable for investigation, and to 
refer these subjects to special committees, to be appointed be- 
fore the close of the present session, and to report to the next. 
Such a selection the committee have accordingly made, and 
will offer to the consideration of the Association. 

As an additional means of securing valuable contributions, 
they propose also the appointment of a committee, whose busi- 
ness it shall be, in the intervals between this and the next ses- 
sion, to receive original volunteer papers upon any subject 
which their authors may choose, to decide upon the merits of 
these papers, and to present to the Association at its next ses- 
sion, such of them as they may deem worthy of receiving this 
distinction. With a view to increase competition, they think 
it advisable that a prize fifty dollars, or a gold medal of that 
value, be awarded to each of the five papers presented to the 
Association, or any smaller numbe: of them which the com- 
mittee may consider the most meritorious, and the Association 
may resolve to publish. 

In reference to the resolution presented in the report of the 
standing Committee on Medical Literature, and referred to 
present committee, they have only to observe that, as its ends 
will probably be most effectively obtained by the adoption of 
the general plan which they have already brought before the 
notice of the Association, they do not consider it expedient to 
make any further report. 

As to the appointment of the special committee referred to, 
your committee think that the most convenient plan will be to 
refer to a special committee the nomination of a chairman for 
each, who shall then select, at his convenience, two individu- 
ats toaid him, with this restriction only, that the persons so 
selected shall be members of the Asseciation. 
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To the Same Nominating Committee may be referred the 
appointment of the general committee, whose business will be 
to receive and judge of volunteer papers. As the members of 
this general commmittee must frequently compare opinions, 
it will be desirable that they should reside near each other; and 
it is accordingly proposed that they should be chosen from 
one neighborhood. If the plan be found to work well, this 
locality may be changed every year, so that each section of 
the Uniou may, in its turn, be charged with this duty. The 
committee would suggest that the general committee should 
be first chosen from members of the Association residing in 
Boston, or its neighborhood, as the most northern point. 

To embody these suggestions in due form, the committee 
the following resolutions: 

I. Resolved, That committees of three be appointed to in- 
vestigate and report severally on the following subjects : 

1st. Causes of the tubercular diathesis. 

2d. Blending and conversion of the types of fever. 

3d. The mutual relations of yellow fever and bilious re- 
mittent fever. 

4th. Epidemic erysipelas. 

5th. Acute and chronic diseases of the neck of the uterus. 

6th. Dengue. 

7th. The milk sickness, so called. 

8tn. Endemic prevalence of tetanus. 

9th. Diseases of parasitic origin. 

10th. Physiological peculiarities and diseases of negroes. 

11th. The action of water on lead pipes, and the diseases 
which proceed from it. 

12th. The alkaloids which may be substituted for quinia. 

13th. Permanent cure of reducible hernia. 

14th. Results of surgical operations for the relief of malig- 
nant diseases. 

15th. Statistics of operations for removal of stone in the 
bladder. 

16th. Cold water dressings. 

17th. The sanitary principles applicable to the construction 
of dwellings. 

18th. The toxicological and medicinal properties of our 
cryptogamic plants. 

10th. Agengy of the refrigeration produced through up- 
ward radiation as an exciting cause of disease. 
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20th. Epidemic diseases of New-England and New-York. 

2ist. Ditto, ditto, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and 
Maryland. 

22d. Ditto, ditto, Virginia and North Carolinia. 

23d. Ditto, ditto, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and 
Alabama. 

24th. Ditto, ditto, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Ar- 
kansas. 

25th. Ditto, ditto, Tennessee and Kentucky. 

26th. Ditto, ditto, Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin. 

27th. Ditto, ditto, Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan. 

II. Resolved, That a Committee of Nomination be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to nominate one chairman for each of 
the above committees. 

IIl. Resolved, That each of the chairmen thus nominated 
shall select, at his earliest convenience, two members of the 
Association to complete the committee. 

IV. Resolved, That a committe of five members be ap- 
pointed, to be called the Committee for Volunteer Comunications, 
whose duty it shall be, in the interval between the present 
and the next succeeding sessions, to receive papers upon any 
subject, from any persons who may choose to send them, to 
decide upon the merits of these papers, and to select for pre- 
sentation to the Association, at its next session, such us they 
may deem worthy of being thus presented. 

V. Resolved that the Commitice for Volunteer Communica- 
tions Shall have the power to form such regulations as to the 
mode in which the papers are to be presented, and as to the 
observing of secrecy, or otherwise, as they may think proper. 

VI. Resolved, That the selection of the members of this 
committee be referred to the same Nominating Committee, 
whose duty it will be to appoint the chairman of the several 
special committees, as above directed, with this restriction, 
that the individuals composing it shall reside in the same 
neighborhood. 

VII. Resolved, That a prize of fifty dollars be awarded to 
each of the volunteer communications reported on favorably 
by the committee, and directed by the Associxtion to be pub- 
lished, provided that the number to which the prize is thus 
awarded do not exceed five’; and provided, also, if the number 
approved and directed to be published, exceed five, that, in 
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such case, the prize be awarded to the five which the com- 
commitree may determine to be most meritorious. All of 
which is respectfully submitted. 
GEO. B. WOOD, Chairman. 
Cuar.eston, May 9th, 1851. 


On motion of Dr. Huston, of Penn., the report was accep- 
ted, and the resolutions proposed by the committee were 
adopted. 

On motion of Dr. La Roche, of Penn, the same committee 
were r-quested to make the nominations for the several spe- 
cial committees organized under their report. 

On motion of Dr. Stevens, of New-York, it was 

Resolved, That other committees may be added to those 
already proposed by the committes, if deemed by them ad- 
visable or necessary. 

On motion of Dr. Phelps, of New-York, the report of the 
Committee on Medical Education was accepted, and referred 
to the Committee on Medical Education, and the resolutions 
appended to the report concurred in by the Association. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, offered the following res- 
olution, which was adopted. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several State 
Medical Societies throughout the Union, to procure a republi- 
cation of the Report ef the Committee on Medical Education, 
for general distribution among the profession. 

Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, gave notice that at the next 
meeting of the Association, he should propose an amendment 
to the sixth article of the Constitution, line No. 9, so as to read 
$10, instead of $3. 

Dr. Drake, of Ohio, then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, the stu- 
dents of our schools should be required to matriculate within 
the first days after the opening of the session, and con- 
tinue their attendance to the end of the term, taking with them 
evidence of the same, to be presented with the tickets of the 
professors, when they become candidates for degrees. 

This resolution was seconded by Dr. W. Hooker, of Conn., 
discussed by Drs. Burrows, of Penn.; Hooker, of Conn.; F. 
A. Ramsay, of Tenn.; Gibson, of Penn.; Drake of Ohio; Hus- 
ton, of Penn.; and finally adopted, the blank between the 
words ‘‘first” and “days” being unfilled. 





MEDICAL PROGRESS. 132 


The report of the Committe on Medical Sciences being the 
business next in order, the secretary read a letter from Dr. 
Bennet Dowler, of Louisiana, chairman of the committee, re- 
gretting his inability to be present at the meting of the Associ- 
ation, and presenting the report through Dr. Fenner. 

Dr. Fenner, of Louisiana, read the outlines of the report of 
the Committee on Medical Seiences, and requested permis- 
sion, in behalf of Dr. Dowler, to retain the same for revision 
and copy. On motion, the report was accepted, and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Phelps, of New-York, it was 

Resolved, That, if a copy of the report of the Committee 
on Medical Sciences was not forwarded in ttme, the Com- 
mittee on Publication be instructed not to delay the issue of 
the Transactions in consequence. 

Dr. Mauran, of New-York, asked and obtained a suspension 
of the order of business, in order to present the following re- 
solution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, that the Committee on Publication be instructed 
to print conspicuously, at the beginning of the forthcoming 
volume of the “ Transactions,” the following disclaimer, viz: 
The American Medical Association, although formally accept- 
ing and publishing the Reports of the various Standing Com- 
mittees, holds itself wholly irresponsible for the opinions, the- 
ories, or criticisms therein contained, except when so decided 
by special resolution. 

Dr. Storer, of Massachusetts, then offered the following re- 
solution, which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this Association be 
presented to their late Secretary, Alfred Stille, M.D., for his 
constant unwearied, and invaluable services, since its first 
organization. 

Dr. N. B. Ives, Chairman of the Committee on Adulterated 
Drugs, presented the report of the committee, which was read 
by the Secretary. A motion to refer to the Committee on 
Publication was debated by Drs. Gurthrie, of N. Y.; Gooch, 
of Va.; Ives, of Conn.; Davis, of N. Y.; Houston anc Hays, of 
Penn.; and finally lost. On motion Dr. Davis, of N. Y.; the 
the report was accepted and laid on the table. 

Dr. Gaillard, of S. C., chairman of the Committee on Hy- 
giene, presented the report of the committee, and read an ab- 
stract of its contents. On motion of Dr. Hays, of Penn., the 
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report was accepted, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication, with authority to print with it a paper now in prepar- 
ation on the mortuary statistics of some of the larger cities. 

Dr. Drake, of Ohio, offered the following amendments to the 
constitution, which were read and laid on the table under the 
rule: 

‘All “members by invitation” must be nominated in wri- 
ting by five members of the Association, whose names shall 
be recorded on the minutes; when elected, they shall enjoy 
all the rights and privileges of delegates, and remain perma- 
nent members of the Association. 

All permanent members shall be entitled to vote, and 
when they attend a meeting of the Association, their respec- 
tive names, shall be registered, and each shall pay the sum 
required from a delegate. 

The Secretary read a protest from the Iowa University 
against the representation of the Rush Medical College in 
this Association. 

[This protest was made on the ground that Rush Medical 
College reduced the fees for tuition, as it asserted to the injury 
of neighboring schools. 

We are informed by Prof. Davis, who was present when 
it was presented, that there was a pretty general and free ex- 
pression of opinion that it was a matter with which the Asso- 
ciation could have nothing to do; yet to dispose%of the thing for 
the time, it was referred, and rests in the hands of the com- 
mittee until next year. 

Dr. Jervey, of South Carolina, moved that the protest be 
referred to a select committee. This motion was discussed 
by Drs. Huston, of Penn.; Grimshaw, of Delaware; Gaillard, 
of S. C.; Davis, of N. Y.; Dickson, of S. C., Wood, of Penn.; 
Adams, of Mass.; Emer-on, of Penn.; and finally withdrawn. 

Dr. Wood, of Penn., then moved to refer the protest to the 
Coinmittee on the Organization of the Association, appointed 
under Dr. Wood’s Resolution. This motion was seconded 
by Dr. Huston, and adopted. 

Dr. Wood, of Penn., read the following report of the com- 
mittee appointed to nominate the chairman of the several spe- 
cial committees. 

The committee to whom was referred the nomination of the 
chairman of the several special committees to report at the 
next session, and also the Committee for Voluntecr Communica- 
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tions, report that they have fulfilled the object of their ap- 
ointment, and offer the following list of chairmen to the com- 
mittees first referred to, viz: 

1. Dr. D. F. Condie, of Philadelphia, chairman to the Com- 
mittee on the Causes of the Tubercular Diathesis. 

2. 8S. H. Dickson, of Charleston, S.C., on the Blending 
and Conversion of the Types of Fever. 

3. James Jones, of New Orleans, on the Mutual Relations 
of Yellow and Billious Remittent Fever. 

4. J. B. Johnson, of St. Louis, Missouri, on Epidemic Ery- 
sipelas. 

5. Charles D. Meigs, of Philadelphia, Acute and Chronic 
Diseases of the Neck of the Uterus. 

6. J. P. Jervey, of Charleston, S. C., on Dengue. 

7. Daniel Drake, of Cincinnati, Milk Sickness, so called. 

8. Lopez, Mobile, Alabama, Endemic, Prevalence of Te- 
tanus. 

9. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, on Diseases of Parasitic 
Origin. 

10. R. D. Arnold, Savannah, Georgia, on the Physiologi- 
cal Peculiarities and diseases of Negroes, 

11. Horatio Adams, of Waltham, Mass, on the Action of 
Water on Lead Pipes, and the diseases which proceed from it. 

12. Joseph Carson, Philadelphia, on the Alkaloids which 
may be substituted for Quinia. 

13. George Hayward, Boston, Mass., on the Permanent 
Cure of Reducible Hernia. 

14. S. D. Gross, Louisville, Ky., on Results of Surgical op- 
erations for the relief of malignant diseases. 

15. J. R. Wood, New York, Statistics of the operation for 
the removal of Stone in the Bladder. 

15. Charles A. Pope, St. Louis, Missouri, Water, its Topical 
uses in Surgery. 

17. Alexander H. Stevens, New York, Sanitary principles 
in the coustruction of dwellings. 

18. Porcher, Charleston, S.C., Toxicological and Medicinal 
properties of cryptogamic plants. 

19. G. Emerson, Philadelphia, Agency of the refrigeration 
produced through upward radiation of Heat as an exciting 
cause of disease. 

20. W. Hooker, Conn., on the Epidemics of New England 
and New-York. 
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21. J.L. Atlee, Lancaster, Penn.,on the Epidemics of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

22. R. W. Haxall, Richmond, Va., on the Epidemics of 
Virginia and North Carolina. 

23. Wm. M. Boling, Montgomery, Ala., on the Epidemics 
of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Alabama, 

24. E. H. Barton, La., on the Epidemics of Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. 

25. Sutton, Georgetown, Ky., on the Epidemics of Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. 

26. Thos. Reyburn, Missouri, on the Epidemics of Missouri, 
Illinois, lowa, and Wisconsin. 

27. George Mendenhall, Ohio, on the Epidemics of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee for 
Volunteer Communications, viz: Drs. George Hayward, J. B.S. 
Jackson, D. H. Storer, and Jacob Bigelow, of Boston; and 
Dr. Usher Parsons, of Providence, R. I. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee. 

GEORGE B. WOOD, Chairman. 

CuarueEston, Friday, May 9th, 1851. 


On motion, the report was accepted, and the nominations 
confirmed. 

The president read an invitation from Committee of Re- 
ception of the South Carolina Medical Association to the dele- 
gates, to a steamboat excursion on the Cooper and Ashley 
rivers, after the adjournment of the Association. 

Dr. McIntyre, of New York, moved that this Association 
recommend tothe several State Societies the republication of 
the Code of Ethics and Constitution of this Association for 
distribution among their members; the motion was adopted. 

Dr. Grimshaw, of Delaware, offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That Medical Colleges, in publishing statements 
of the number of Medical and Surgical cases treated at their 
dispensaries, act contrary to the spirit of the Code of Ethics 
adopted by this body. The resolution was seconded by Dr. 
Wood, of N. Y., debated, and finally laid on the table for fu- 
ture consideration. 

The Association then adjourned to 5 o’clock P. M. 
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Afternoon Session. 


The Vice-President, Dr. Welford, in the chair. 

The special order for the afternoon session was called up, 
and Dr. Davis, of Illinois, read his paper entitled “An Ex- 
perimental Inquiry concerning some points connected with 
the Process of Assimilation and Nutrition.” On motion of 
Dr. Grimshaw, the thanks of the Assuciation were presented 
to Dr. Davis forthe paper just presented by him. 

Dr. F. A. Ramsey, of Tenn., offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the professors of the medical colleges be 
recommended to require all candidates for graduation to at- 
tend at lest two full courses of lectures. This resolution was 
seconded, debated, and finally rejected. 

Dr. Grimshaw, of Delaware, called up as unfinished busi- 
ness, the resolution offered yesterday by Dr. Jones, of N. C., 
and not then acted upon, to which he offered the following 
amendment: **And that the first convention be held before the 
first of May, 1852.” The question being taken on the resolu- 
tion and the amendment, they were both laid on the table. 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following amendment to 
the constitution, which, under the rule, lies over to the next 
meeting of the Association: “In article 2, p. 60, in the last line 
but one from the botom of the page, insert between the words 
‘endeavors’ and ‘to carry,’ ‘in reliance on divine guidance and 
support.’ ‘The passage will then read thus, ‘and use our en- 
deavors, in reliance on divine. guidance and support, to carry 
into effect,’ etc., etc.” 

Dr. Phelps, of N. Y., offered the following resolutions, which 
were adopted Unanimously. 

Resolved, That the warmest thanks of the Association be 
tendered to the trustees of St. Andrew’s Society for the gra- 
tuitous use of their verv convenient and eligible hall, and to 
all those other institutions and reading-rooms which have been 
so freely thrown open to the inspection and use of the dele- 
gates. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Reception and Arrange- 
ments receive our most grateful acknowlegments for the very 
handsome manner in which they have provided for the re- 
ception and entertainment of the delegates from abroad du- 
ting their sojourn in the city of Charleston. 
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Resolved, That not only the medical profession, but the 
citizens generally, by private and public hospitality, have uni- 
ted in the manifestations of that urbanity of manner, and that 
unwearied and kind atteation, which commands not only our 
profound admiration, but will be followed by the most pleas- 
ing recollections so long as life and thought shall endure. 

On motion of Dr. Stevens, of N. Y., the above resolutions, 
and those of a similar purport adopted at the morning session, 
were ordered to be published in the Charleston papers. 

On motion of Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, the Association ad- 
journed sine die. 

The Vice-President, Dr. Weiford, of Va., then congratula- 
ted the Association on the happy termination of its labors, and 
declared the meeting adjourned.— Medical News. 





ARTICLE IL. 


On the Office of the Lacteals in the Absorption of Alimentary 
Matters:—By M. Craupe Bernarp.—(Extract by the Au- 


thor.) 


Physiologists have not distinguished by a peculiar name 
the nutritive matters which absorbed trom the intestinal 
canal, are carried to the liver with the blood of the vena porta; 
while they designate especially, by the name of chyle, those 
products only which are absorbed by the lacteals. 

These lympho-chyliferous vessels, that is to say, those which 
have the property of absorbing emulsionised fatty matters, be- 
long exclusively to the small intestines; they are called lacteal 
vessels, because, during digestion, they often contain emulsive 
liquid similar to milk, which renders them very apparent. It 
is this latter circumstance which enables us to discover these 
vessels, and which, without doubt, caused to be attributed to 
them special function in the absorption of alimintary substan- 
ces; but this function has not been accurately defined, and 
there is nothing to justify, as I hope to demonstrate, the ex- 
treme importance which physiologists have given, for a great 
length of time, to the chyme, by considering this liquid the 
the principal result of digestion, and the quintessence, as it 
were, Of all sorts of food. 
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The object which I propose to myself to attain in this work, 
is to ascertain, by direct experiment, the nature of the nutri- 
tive principles which are absorbed and carried exclusively by 
the chyliferous vessels. These researches have appeared to 
me to be important, in order to define the signification of the 
word chyle, and to determine whether there really were any 
alimentary substances which entirely escaped venous absorp- 
tion, and, consequently, evaded the passage through the liver 
in their course to the lungs. 


I. Of the absorption of sugar by the chyliferous vessels.— 
Saccharine matter is absorbed in the intestines, sometimes in 
the state of glucose, sometimes in that of cane sugar.* On 
intruducing into the stomachs of different mammiterous ani- 
mals, (dogs, cats, or rabbits,) large quantities of cane sugar, | 
have always discovered this substance in the blood of the 
vena porta; but on collecting the chyle in the thoracic duct of 
the same animals and in the same circumstances, I have never 
recognised the presence of cane sugar;t so that we demon- 
strate in this experiment, which I have often repeated, the 
singular fact that sugar is not sensibly absorbed by the chyli- 
ferous apparatus. 

From the preceding facts it will be seen that, in the diges- 
tive canal, sugar is exclusively absorbed by the system of the 
vena porta, and that, consequently, saccharine matter must 
traverse the liver before it is carried to the lungs. We can 
prove also, by decisive experiments, that the passage of cane 
sugar through the hepatic tissue causes it to undergo a modifi- 
cation which is very important in a physiological point of 
view. In fact, we have stated that if we inject into the gene- 
ral venous system of a dog, by any vein on the surface of the 
body, a solution of two or three grammes of cane sugar, we 
find, that instead of being assimilated, this substance is dis- 
charged in a short time by the urinary secretion; if on the 
contrary we make the same injection by a branch of the vena 
porta, sothat the saccharine matter is obliged to pass through the 
liver before getting into the general venous system, we observe 


* The acid of the g: ® ric juice may, as i have demonstrated elsewhere, transform a 


small quantity of cane sugar into glucose; but when the cane sugar is in abundance, 
the greater part is absorbed without modification. 


t We findthere some traces of grape sugar, (glucose,) which are derived from the 
lymphatics o! tLe liver, as I have ascertained, 
4 
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that the sugar is not eliminated, but that it remains and is as- 
similated in the blood, precisely as is the case when its ab- 
sorption is effected in the normal process of digestion. It will 
hence be easily perceived that the absorption of sugar by the 
portal venous system is a necessary condition to its assimila- 
tion; for if it be conveyed by the chyliferous vessels, the sac- 
charine principle, not having been submitted to the influence 
of the liver, is diffused directly throughout the general venous 
system, precisely as is the case when it is injected into the 
jugular vein. 


2. Of the absorption of albumine by the chyliferous vessels, 
No observer has, I think, proved satistactorily, that the chyle 
contains a greater quantity of albumine in animals which di- 
gest that substance exclusively. It would be, besides, almost 
impossible to conclude, from these results alone, that albumi- 
nous matter is not absorbed by the lacteals; for the determin- 
ation of the quantity of albumine, according to the various 
modes of alimentation, would be exceedingly difficult, be- 
cause the blood and the lymph naturally contain a large 
proportion of this principle. I have thought that a more 
decisive physiological argument might be brought to bear up- 
on this question, if we could be able to demonstrate that, in 
order to be assimilated, albumine must, like cane sugar, trav- 
erse the tissue of the liver. In fact, on injecting into the jug- 
ular vein of a dog or a rabbit, a little albumine of egg diluted 
with water,* we observe some time after the injection, that 
the urine has become albuminous. This experiment is inter- 
esting, because it proves that the albumine of the egg is not 
probably identical with the albumine of the blood, and that 
it is necessary, in order that it may be appropriated to the or- 
ganism, that it should undergo a preliminary modification. 
Now the passage through the tissue of the liver suffices to ef- 
fect this modification which is necessary to the assimulation 
of the albuminous matter; for if we inject it by the vena por- 
ta, it remains in the blood, and is not to be discovered in the 
urinaryyexcretion. These experiments evidently tend to dem- 
onstrate that albumine is absorbed exclusively by the vena 
porta, for if this substance is carried into the sub-clavian vein 


ee 


* Without this precaution, the albumine of the white of egg, would be too viscid. 
and would cause the death of the animal, by being arrested in the lungs, as is shown 
by M. Magendie. 
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by the thoracic duct, it would be introduced directly into the 
general venous system, and be precisely in the condition of 
that injected by the jugular vein, in the case cited above. 


3. Of the absorption of fatty matters by the chyliferous vessels. 
—In the mammiferz, fatty substances are absorbed in the 
most evident manner by the chyliferous vessels, and poured 
into the blood by the thoracic duct. Chemical analysis and 
microscopial inspection of the contents of the chyliferous ap- 
paratus, leave no doubt upon that subject. In a preceding 
memowre I have shown atter M. Magendie and some other 
physiologists, that the neutral fatty matters of the food, in or- 
der to be rendered fit to be absorbod into the chyliferous ves- 
sels, must first undergo the emulsconising influence of the pan- 
creatic juice, so that the absorptioa of fat cannot begin to take 
place in the small intestines until after the effusion of the pan- 
creatic fluid, while albumine and sugar may be absorbed even 
from the stomach. We know that as soon as the emulsionised 
fat penetrates into the chyliferous vessels, their appearance 
completely changes; instead of remaining transparent, like 
all the other lymphatics of the body, their contents present a 
whitish milky appearance, quite characteristic, and in conse- 
quence of the transparency of the vessels, we may follow 
with the eye the course of the fatty matter from the small 
intestine to the left sub-clavian vein, where it is poured out 
by the thoracic duct. 

It may rationally be supposed, from the preceding facts, 
that in order to remain in the blood and to be assimilated, it 
is not necessary for fatty matters to traverse the liver. Such 
indeed seems to be the fact. I have often injected into the 
jugular vein, in large quantity, divers fatty substances, (butter, 
oil, lard,) which I had previously emulsiontsed with pancreatic 
juice obtained from dogs, and I have never observed the urine 
to contain fat, or to become chylous after these injections. 

It would seem then to be proper to divide the products ot 
digestion into two groupes, according to their mode of absorp- 
tion. 

1st. Saccharine and albuminous matters, absorbed exclu- 
sively by the vena porta, and necessarily traversing the liver 
before arriving at the lungs. 

2d. Fatty matters absorbed by the chyliferous vessels, and 
passing into the general venous system and the lungs without 
previously going through the liver. 
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This latter proposition ought not to be taken in as absolute 
a sense as the former, for microscopic inspection and experi- 
ments have demonstrated that fat is absorbed both by the ve- 
na porta and the lacteals). When we examine, in a dog who 
is digesting fatty matter, the contents of the thoracic duct and 
the blood of the vena porta, we observe that these two liquids 
contain nearly equal quantities of emulsionised fat; only it is 
much less visible in the blood because of its color. But if we 
allow it to coagulate, and the serum to separate, we notice 
that it is rendered opake and whitish like milk, by the emul- 
sionised fat which it holds in suspension. 

Moreover, if we attribute to the chyliferous system a con- 
siderable office in the absorption of fat in mammiferous ani- 
mals, it is not the same in many birds, in whom it is impossi- 
ble, as is known, to discover any kind of chyliferous—lym- 
phatics, i. e—any whitish lymphatic vessels filled with fatty 
emulsion. I have caused pigeons, chickens, hawks, &c., to 
swalluw tatty substances, and on sacrificing these animals, 
when in the act of digestion, have never found the least 
whitish or chylous appearance in their intestinal lymphatics, 
while the blood of the vena porta contained much emulsion ot 


fat. 
In conulusion ; there is then but one substance (fat) the ab- 


sorption of which takes place evidently by the lacteal system: 
and in some animals, which digest fat very well, even this is 
not observed. From which I conclude that the chyle cannot 
be considered a liquid in which is concentrated all the nutri- 
tive principles of the food.— Transylvania Med. Journal. 





ARTICLE III. 


SAMUEL GEORGE MORTON, M. D. 


It is with the greatest regret that we record the death of 
Samuel G. Morton, M. D., which took place in this city, on 
the 15th of May last. Although in feeble health for many 
years past, and evidently holding life by a very slight tenure, 
Dr. Morton was in the discharge of his ordinary professional 
duties up to the period of his last illness, which was of only 
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four days’ duration. His final attack was of an apoplectic na- 
ture; but he had long labored under considerable disease of 
the lungs and heart, as will be seen from the autopsy, append- 
ed to our notice, for the details of which we are indebted to 
Dr. Neill. 

The death of Dr. Morton deprives our profession of one of 
its most distinguished members, and abruptly terminates a 
scientific career, which had become one of the brightest illus- 
trations of our country. His reputation as a naturalist was 
diffused throughout the world, and we believe that no cotem- 
poraneous American name was better known abroad than his. 
His loss, 1n every respect to be lamented, will be particularly 
felt in the department of natural hisiory, in which he was pros- 
ecuting the most interesting researches, when thus prematurely 
cut off, at the age of 52, in the prime of mental vigor and use- 
fulness. In the relations of private life, no one ever concilia- 
ted more universal esteem and affection than Dr. Morton. 
He passed through the world literally without an enemy, be- 
loved and respected in all circles, every where deservedly 
regarded as one of the most amiable and irreproachable of 
men. 

Dr. Morton was a native of Philadelphia, but, we learn, 
passed a portion of his youth in New York. He pursued his 
medical studies in the University of Pennsylvania, and in the 
office of the late Dr. Parrish. After graduating in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, he spent several years in Europe, 
and received a second degree from the University of Edin- 
burgh. 

Returning to his native city, Dr. Morton rapidly passed in- 
to extensive practice, and up to the time of his death, enjoyed 
a popularity second to none among the practioners of Phila- 
delphia. ‘To the literature of his profession he made nume- 
rous valuable contributions. In 1835 he edited Macintosh’s 
Practice of Physic, which went through three subsequent edi- 
tions; in 1833 he published an excellent original work on 
Consumption ; and in 1849 an elaborate work on Anatomy. 

Dr. Morton, was for many years engaged as, a teacher of 
medicine, and always ranked among our best lecturers. He 
gave several clinical courses in the Phi!xlelphia Almshouse 
Hospital, and was Professor of Anatomy in the original or- 
ganization of the Pennsylvania Medical College. 

With this assiduous and unfaltering devotion to strictly pro- 
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fessional avocations, Dr. Morton combined an enthusiastic and 
earnest pursuit of natural history, which earned for him an 
European reputation, and gave many splendid results to sci- 
ence. His first scientific publication was a work on the Fos- 
sils of the Cretaceous Group, in which, we believe, he described 
every example that has been found in North America. 

As far back as twenty years ago, he commenced coilecting 
the materials, which he eventually embodied in the Crania 
Americana, the first work of the kind ever produced. This 
great work, published in 1839, immediately placed the author 
in the foremost rank among the cultivators of natural science, 
and was received throughout the world as a most valuable 
original contribution to ethnology. Its full importance is yet 
to be appreciated. At present it stands almost isolated ; and 
its real value can be developed only when other races of men 
are studied and tabulated on a similar plan, and a comparison 
of the averages afforded, enables us to determine the charac- 
teristic differences between the various races. 

Dr. Morton spent many years upon the Crania Americana, 
and so careful was he to produce it free from inaccuracy, that 
after the elaborate tables had been nearly completed—upon 
Mr. George Combe’s pointing out a slight error in the starting 
' point from which the measurements had been made—a new 
series was at once commenced, and carried through on the 
corrected method. 

The Crania Egyptica followed the Americana. The pres- 
ence of the integuments, liowever, and the bituminized con- 
dition of the crania, prevented any definite series of meas- 
urements. 

The subject of hybridity occupied much of Dr. Morton’s 
attention in the latter period of his life. At the time of his 
death he was pursuing his inquiries in several interesting and 
hitherto unexplored channels, connected with this important 
branch of natural history; and he had already collected a vast 
number of facts, and reached the solution of many obscure 
and previously unnoticed points. In this course of investiga- 
tion he was led into a close examination of the specific char- 
acters of the wolves of North America, and the result of the 
crosses between the different species of wolves and the im- 
ported dogs—a thread of inquiry which we know was devel- 
oping most valuable conclusions in the highest walks of natu- 
ral science. 
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In the midst of these absorbing scientific and professional 
labors, Dr. Morton found time to indulge a taste for poetry ; 
and his occasional effusions-show that he uniied a fine imagi- 
nation, and refined appreciation of the beautiful, with his 
more solid powers and attainments. And all these noble in- 
tellectual qualities were graced with the crowning atrractions 
of a most unaffected bearing, the gentlest manners, and a 
genuine cordiality and kindness of disposition ! 

At the time of his death, Dr. Morton was President of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences, of which he had been a lead- 
ing member for thirty years. He was also a fellow of the 
College of Physicians, of the American Philosophical Societ 
and of numerous other learned societies, at home and abroad. 
The various associations with which he was connected in 
Philadelphia, united in every possible tribute of respect to his 
memory. 

Post Mortem Examination.—On the day previous to his 
death, Dr. Morton was considered convalescent from an in- 
disposition which his physicians had not supposed to be dan- 
gerous or alarming. 

About the middle of the same day, a tendency to stupor 
was noticed, which gradually increased, and terminated in 
paralysis and death. 

Present—Drs. Rodman, Beesley, Wistar, Pepper, McClel- 
lan and Neill. 

Head—The symptoms immediately preceding death, direct- 
ed attention particularly to the condition of the brain, it being 
supposed that effusion had taken place in that organ. The 
archnoid had lost its transparency, and no fluid was found in 
its cavity, but there was considerable serous effusion in the 
sub-archnoid cellular tissue. 

The pia mater was very much congested, particularly on 
the left side, and from its vessels blood had been extravasated 
in several places. The basilar and vertebral arteries contained 
venous blood. Two small clots were found very nearly in 
similar positions upon either side, and rested upon the upper 
surface of the anterior lobe. It consisted of about one pe me 
of blood, and had assumed the form of the sulci, into which 
it had insinuted itself. The brain itself was large and sym- 
metrical. Its substance was firm and natural in every respect. 
The choroid plexus was equally congested with the pia ma- 
ter. Very little was found in the ventricles. 
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Thoraz.—The pericardium contained the usual amount of 
serum, aud presented no appearance of disease. 

The heart was large and flabby, and its tissue was pallid 
and somewhat softened. The cavities generally were dilated ; 
the parietes of those of the right side were particularly thin, 
and contained some fibrinous clots.. The ostium venosum of 
the right side was enlarged to such a degree that it could not 
have been closed by the tricuspid valve. The mitral valve 
was much thickened by soft fibrinous yellow deposit. 

The arch of the aorta was dilated and had some small 
patches of atheromatus matter deposited upon its internal 
surface. 

The lefi lung was entirely useless for the purposes of res- 
piration. It wvs contracted to a very great degree, and oc- 
cupid, but a small space in the upper portion of the thorax, 
where it was firmly bound down by the adhesion of the cos- 
tal and pulmonarp pleura, by which the cavity of the pleura 
was entirely destroyed. ‘Tne congestion of the lung was so 
great that it appeared dark colored and solidified, although it 
contained sufficient air to make it float in water. 

The right lung, which was unusually large, was congested 
and adherent to the wails of the thorax by adventitious bands 
of an old formation. The cavity of the pleura contained about 
a half pint of bloody fluid, probably the result of post-mor- 
tem changes. 

These adhesions of the left pleura, and the contraction of — 
the left lung, were produced by an inflammatory affection of 
these organs, which occurred a few years since. 

Abdomen.—The spleen was enlarged and very much con- 
gested. The tissue was so large and pulpy that it readily 
yielded to pressure by the finger. 

The liver was natural’ The alimentary canal was not ex- 
amined. 

It can readily be understood from the above facts, that the 
immediate cause of Dr. Morton’s death was meningeal apo- 
plexy, resulting from that disturbance of the circulation which 

vas manifested by the engorgement of the blood-vessels of 
ihe brain and lungs, but which was produced by dilation of 
he heart.—Phil. Med. Examiner. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


A Case of Poisoning from Opium, successfully treated by Elec- 
tro Magnetism. By J. B. Bippxe, M. D. 


The following case illustrates, I think, very strikingly, the 
value of the electro-magnetic current as a means of relieving 
the coma produced by narcotic poisoning. 

Ai about half-past twelve o’clock of the night of the twen- 
ty-eighth of April last, I was called to visit a woman, de- 
scribed by the messenger as being in a fit. No history or 
explanation ot the case could be obtained, except that the 
patient had gone out at about half-past seven o idlocks to get 
something at an apothecary’s for a cratnp colic; that she 
had upon 1 her return home eaten her supper as usual, then 
gone to bed, soon fallen into deep sleep, and finally, at about 
midnight, from her unusual respiration and the impossibility 
of rousing her, excited the alarm of her husband and family. 

I found her in a state of profound torpor; her breathing ex- 
tremely slow and interrupted, stertorous and gasping, with 
spasm of the throat, lividity of the countenance, inability to 
swallow, utter insensibility to the most v iolent agitation, pu pil 
coutvante to the size of a pin’s head, puise sc: arcely perce pi i- 

ble at the wrist—in short, all the symptoms of an advanced 
stage of asphyxia. ‘That it was a case of narcotic poisoning, 
rapidly approaching a fatal termination, was, I thought, evi- 
dent, and I at once so expressed myself—the family, how- 
ever, still professing themselves unable to explain or account 
for it. 

Acting, however, upon this opinion, I obtained the assist- 
ance of ‘my friend, Dr. Goddard, who lives in the neighbor- 
hood, and the use of his electro-m: agnetic apparatus} and, the 
doctor coinciding in my view of the case, we derermined, al- 
though with no very strong hope of saving the woman’s life, 
to resort to this agent. An attempt was Made to introduce 
the stomach tube, ‘but was unsuccessful, owing to spasm of 
the pharynx, and its introduction could have been of no ser- 
vice, as, at the lapse of more than fivé hours, the poison must 
have been altogether absorbed from ee 


The electro-t -magnetic machine emp ovyed consists of two 


coils a pryreen the poles of two horse-shoe magnets— 
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an unusually large and powerful instrument, producing a ra- 

pid succession of violent shocks. One pole was applied to 

the nape of the neck, the other to the pit of the stomach.§ 
For about two minutes afier the battery was started no effect’ 
was produced. The patient then began to make convnisive 

efforts with her hands, as if to put away something annoying 

her, and, in perhaps half a minute more, she opened her eyes, 

with a ghastly stare. The battery being still kept in action, 

she rose up in bed, and was able to mutter some indistinct 

answer to questions put her. 

Upon withdrawing the electric current, the woman imme- 
diately sank back into the state of torpor in which I had 
found her. But, us soon as it was renewed, artificial vitality 
was again restored. But when the current was a second time 
stopped, after about the same period of*application as at first, 
the woman continued for some two or three minutes awake, 
gradually, however, relapsing into coma. After each appli- 
cation of the battery, the interval of consciousness became 
longer, and, at the end of two hours, she remained roused for 
a full half hour, in which she was able to let us know what 
she had taken. 

It appears that she had bought , three cents” worth of 
laudanum, and, never having taken it before, she supposed it 
was a proper dose, and swallowed it all. It amountec, as 
she said, to some three teaspoofulls—-probably two fluid 
drachms, as this is, I believe, the quantity usually sold for 
that price. I think it probable that she was also previously 
somewhat under the influence of whisky, as we detected it 
on her breath, and this must have increased the narcotic ef- 
fect of the laudanum. 

We now gave her some volatile alkali, and strong eoffee, 
but they were not long retained. After half an hour’s con- 
sciousness, stupor slowly crept on again, and a further resort 
was had to the battery, which was followed with rapid, and, 
as it proved, a final revival. 

The patient now got up, walked about, conversed clearly, 
was able to keep some coffee on her stomach, and it was ap- 
parent that she had at os struggled through the effects of the 
narcotic. Some di ition to somnolence remained, but this 
was easily orem recourse 10sthe battery. I re- 

al 


mained with her ti f-past four—an hour and,a from 


the last application of the electricity, and gle 4 r in 
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charge of her friends, directing them not to suffer her to sleep 
till I saw her again. 

Between eight and nine I found her very comfortable and 
completely awake, although begging hard to be allowed a 
nap. Three or four hours natural sleep now took place, and 
left her completely recovered. 

It may be worth mentioning, that in the successive applica- 
tion of the poles of the battery, while one was kept constantly 
to the nape of the neck, the other was placed indifferently at 
the pit of the stomach, the arm-pit, and in the hand; and the 
effect did not appear to vary. 

Since drawing up the notes of this case, upon mentioning 
it to my friend, Dr. Mutter, 1 found that he had lately resorted 
to electro-magnetism with success under similar circumstan- 
ces; and he kindly offered the history of his case for publica- 
tion with the foregoing : 


May 14th, 1851. 

Dear Doctor :—In accordance with your request, I send 

a brief outline of the case of “ poisoning with opium,” to 
which I referred in our interview the other day. 

Last spring, my colleague, Prof. Pancoast, and myself, 


were summoned about 11 o’clock, P. M., to visit a young 
gentleman residing at the corner of Ninth and Market streets. 
On our arrival, we found that a large quantity of laudanum 
had been swallowed accidentally, and although strong and 
very appropriate means had been immediately taken by sev- 
eral medical students who lodged in the same house, no im- 
pression seemed to be made upon the influence of the drug. 
All the evidences of rapidly approaching death were mani- 
fest, and as all other measures had been unsuccessfully em- 
ployed, we determined to employ electro-magnetism. An in- 
strument was accordingly obtained, one pole placed upon the 
nape of the neck, and the other over the epigastrium. Al- 
most on the instant, the muscles of respiration were violentlv 
agitated, and the patient sprang up in bed, opened his eyes, 
and answered questions. ‘The pain in a few moments was so 
severe, that we were obliged to change the position of the 
machine. Keeping one steadily applied to the back of the 
neck, the other was made to touch different points of the tho- 
rax, throat, abdomen and upper extremities. The burning 
sensation occasioned by the fluid, was almost intolerable, 
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causing the patient to complain loudly, and effectually pre- 
venting any return to the lethargy from which he had so hap- 
pily been aroused. We deemed it most prudent to continues 
our efforts, even after the patient was fully restored to con=” 
sciousness, but I think that not more than an hour elapsed be- 
tween the first application of the remedy and the complete 
relief of our young friend. 
Yours truly, Taos. D. Murrer, 
Dr. Biddle. 





ARTICLE V. 


Treatment of Dysentery. By J. Watson Tuttts, M. D. or 
Troy, Oato. 


Dysentery prevailed very extensively in Troy and its vi- 
cinity, during the latter part of the summer of 1850. It was 
marked by the usual symptoms of epidemic dysentery. A 
number of cases proved fatal, under the ordinary treatment. 
{ mean by ordinary, the mercurial and anodyne treatment, 
with the occasional use of cathartics. 

During previous years, I had treated dysentery according 
to the plan generally recommended in the books, but never 
with the unitormly happy result which attended an almost 
entirely different course of treatment, adopted by me during 
the last summer. 

I had lost confidence in the mercurial treatmeut, not only 
from my own experience, but from the numerous concessions 
as to its uncertainty, on the part of those who had trusted 
in it. 

The cathartic treatment, resorted to by almost all, so far as 
I know, it seems to me, is still more objectionable. Although 
it induces foecal evacuations, yet it does so at the expense of 
the delicate and inflamed mucous membrane of the bowels. 
The natural evacuations, thus induced, do not depend ona 
subsidence of the disease, but upon the excited —— 
of the muscular coat of the bowels, upon the already inflam- 
ed and painful mucous membrane, which must inevitably ag- 
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gravate the pain and inflammation, and consequently increase 
the danger of the case. If the mucus secreted is lessened or 
suppressed by such treatment, it is because there is such an 
exaltation or organic action, as is incompatible with the pro- 
cess of secretion; and the mucus, or muco-bloody discharges 
will return, probably with increased profusion and frequency ; 
unless, indeed, from the mildness of the disease, or the recu- 
perative power of the system, recovery is effected in spite of 
the treatment. 

But I will briefly present the simple treatment which I have 
adopted, and which I can recommend, with the utmost confi- 
dence, to my medical brethren. 

] direct sulphate of morphine, in doses varying from 1-6 to 
1-3 of a grain, one of which is to be taken every time the 
bowels are moved, provided the interval be not less than one- 
half hour ; thus giving time for the action of the medicine, lest 
the patient be narcotized. I uniformly give 10 or 12 or more 
powders, of quantity suited to the patient. If I know nothing 
of the susceptibility of the patient to the action of morphine, 
I sometimes direct that he should begin with half-powders, 
repeating as above ; but if not very soon relieved, to take full 
doses. 

I never used morphine in such profusion as in our late ep- 
idemic, and yet, in an extensive practice did not narcotiz a 
single patient. It is astonishing what an amount of morphine, 
in dysentary as well as in many other diseases, is tolerated 
by those who, under ordinary circumstances, would be readi- 
ly narcotized. 

Having adopted the morphine treatment during the entire 
period of this epidemic, and in a variety of constitutions and 
with, certainly, not less complications than are usually 
met with in dysentery, during the summer and fall months, 
I am inclined to prefer it very much, above any other treat- 
ment. It is safe, salutary, and free from the horrible torture 
incident to the mercurial and cathartic treatment. 

Of course, regimen is of the utmost importance in this af- 
fection. Total abstinence from food, mucilaginous drinks, 
and a suitable dose of morphine after each evacuation of the 
bowels, will frequently effect a permanent cure, in less than 
twenty-four hours. 

It was only in a few cases necessary to use enemas of laud- 
anum and starch. This, however, should never be neglected, 
if tenesmus and tormina resist the morphine. 
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In all cases which resisted treatment by internal means, or 
were marked by unusual pain, or tenderness ot the abdomen, 
or great prostration, or any other indication of danger, I cupped 
freely and repeatedly and with the very happiest effect. In an 
-acute case ot dysentery, not controllable by ordinary means the 
neglect of local depletion is unpardonable. Perhaps the on- 
ly cases which would not recover without medical aid, are 
left to perish for the want of local bleeding, under the delusion 
that a blister is as salutaey as sacrificator and cups. This de- 
lusion or opinion, is not sanctioned by any modern work ex- 
tant; and yet, perhaps, more than nine-tenths of our western 
country practitioners, practice upon it, to the torture and sac- 
rifice ot hundreds of patients. 

% Warm emolient poultices, constantly applied, are of un- 
questionable utility, and should never be neglected in serious 
cases. ; 
Blisters should never be applied in acute dysentery, . be- 
cause they are a thousand times more painful than cupping, 
and a thousand times less useful, aud because when they fail, 
you can neither repeat the blister, nor apply cups, until the 
surface be healed. 

In conclusion, permit me to say that, in all ordinary cases 
of dysentery, suitable doses of tnorphine, taken immediately 
after each dejection, with rest and abstinence from food, will 
effect a speedy cure. As to the severer cases of dysentery, 
I propose to make further observations in a subsequent arti- 
cle.-—Ohio Med. and Surg. Journal. 





Part 4.—€Editorial and Miscellaneous 


ARTICLE I. 
ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Illinois State Medical Society met at the City of Peoria, 
in the spacious court house, at 11 o'clock A. M. on the 3d of 
June, 1851, the President, Dr. Wu. B. HERRICK, of Chi- 
cago,in the Chair. The Constitution and By-Laws were 
read by the Secretary. 

The Committee of Arraugements reported twenty-one del- 
egates from Auxiliary Societies and Medical Institutions with- 
in the State. 


On motion of Dr. Joseph C. Frye, of Peoria, the delegates 
from the several counties represented were directed to select 


one of their number to act as acommittee to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year. 

The following gentlemen were elected that committee: 

Drs. J. W. Spalding, of Stark County Medical Society; S. 
A. Paddock, of Upper Illinois Medical Society ; H. Shoema- 
ker, of Monroe Medical Society; E. McArthur, of Chicago 
Medical Society ; S. Thompson, of Esculapean Medical So- 
ciety ; L. G. Thompson, of Upper Illinois Medical Society ; 
A. L. McArthur, of Will County Medical Society ; J. C. Fitz, 
of Fulton County Medical Society ; C. W. Andrews, of Win- 
nebago County Medical Society. 

On motion of Dr. E. 8. Cooper, of Peoria, the Society ad- 
journed to 2 o’clock P. M. 
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Afternoon Session. 

Dr. Wm. B. Herrick in the Chair, the Committee appointed 
for the purpose of nominating officers reported the following : 
President.—S. THOMPSON, of Albion. 

Vice Presidents—E. M’ Artuur, of Chicago, and T. Hatt, 
of Stark. 

Secretarics.—H. SuHoEMAKER, of Monroe, and A. L. M’Ar- 
rHuR, of Joliet. 

Treasurer.—R. Rouse, of Peoria. 

The report was adopted and the nominees unanimously 
elected. 

The President elect was conducted ‘to the Chair by the 
Chairman of the Committee on Nominations. He made a 
short and appropriate address. 

On motion of Professor Herrick, Dr. Max Myers, of Chi- 
cago, was elected member by invitation. 

A long and interesting discussion arose here in respect to 
the qualifications requisite for membeeship, those present ex- 
pressed themselves freely upon this question, and in order to 
give form to their views, on motion of Dr. C. N. Andrews, 
the qualification of membership was referred to a Committee 
of five with instructions to report in the morning session. 

Drs. J. C. Frye, R. Boal, Wm. B. Herrick, C. N. Andrews 
and §. A. Paddock were appointed that Committee. 

On motion of Dr. J. C. Frye, the meeting adjourned to § 
o’clock P. M., to hear Ex-President Herrick’s valedictory ad- 
dress. 

Evening Session. 

The Court House was filled with members and citizens 
who had been invited to attend. The address was listened to 
with much attention, and abounded in original thought and 


bec: coherent ci RN tine iene ic 


practical suggestions. 
On motion the Society adjourned to 8 o’clock to-morrow 


ws ie cst 


morning. : 
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Morning Session. 

Dr. S. Thompson, President, in the chair, the Committee 
on the qualifications of members reported the following 
amendment to the constitution under article 2d. The section 
touching membership shall be amended so as to read as fol- 
lows : 

‘‘ The delegates shall receive their appointment from per- 
manently organized Medical Societies, Medical Colleges, Hos- 
pitals, Lunatic Asylums, and other permanently organized 
institutions of good standing in the State of Illinois. Each 
delegate shall hold his appointment for one year and shall 
narticipate in all the business and affairs of the Society.” 

“The permanent members shall consist of regular graduates 
from reputable schools of medicine who have served in the 
capacity of delegates, or such other regular graduates as may 
receive the appointment by unanimous vote.” 

“ Permanent members shall at all times be entitled to attend 
the meetings and participate in the transactions of the Society 
so long as they continue to conform to its regulations, and 
when not in attendance they shall be authorized to grant let- 
ters of introduction to reputable practitioners of medicine re- 


siding in their vicinity, who may wish to participate in the 


meetings as provided for members by invitation.” 

Laid over to the next annual meeting of the Society. 

Thirty nine M. D’s. were proposed as permanent members 
and were unanimously elected. 

The reports of standing Committees being in order, Dr. E. 
S. Cooper, in the absence of the chairman of the Committee, 
on Practical Surgery, read a paper which he intended to add 
to the report, on the beneficial effects of chloroform as an an- 
esthetic agent in operative surgery. Referred to Committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. 8. Thompson, chairman of the Committee on Practical 
Medicine, read an elaborate report. Referred to Committee 


on Publication. 
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On motion of Dr. Chamberlain, the Society adjourned to 
2 o’clock P. M. 


Afternoon Session. 


The Society proceeded to select a place for holding the 
next annual meeting. Jacksonville and Chicago were put in 
nomination, and after an interchange of opinion of the advan- 
tages of those places respectively in regard to facility of ac- 
cess and the best interest of the profession throughout the 
State. Jacksonville was finally selected. 

On motion of Dr. A. L. Mc’Arthur, a Committee of three 
was appointed by the chair to nominate members for the 
Standing Committees. 

Drs. E. M’Arthur, Dickinson and S. A. Paddock, were ap- 
pointed that Committee. 

Dr. C. N. Andrews moved the following : 

Resolved, That this Society again recommend the orgati- 
zation of County Medical Societies throughout the State, and 
in case it is found inconvenient for single counties to organize 
several counties are recommended to join for that purpose. 

Dr. Wm, B. Herrick gave notice of the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the Constitution of this Society be so 
amended as to strike out all relating to the appointment and 
duties of Committees on Practical Medicine, Surgery, Ob- 
stetrics, and Drugs and Medicines, and that there be estab- 
lished a provision for the appointment of at least four special 
Committees, each consisting of three members, the duties of 
which it shall be to investigate and report upon general or 
special subjects such as may be selected by a vote of the So- 
ciety. Lies over until the next annual meeting of the So- 
ciety. 

The Committee on nominations. of Standing Committees 
reported the following : 
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Drs. E. Roe, I. Richardson and J. A. Halderman Commit- 


tee on Arrangements. 
Drs. N. S. Davis, H. Shoemaker and T. Hall Committee 


on Practical Medicine. 
Drs. Murphy, Wm. B. Herrick and A. L. Mc’ Arthur, 


Committee on Surgery. 
Drs. R. Boal, J. C. Fitz and J. A. Haldeman Committee 


on Obstetrics. 

Drs. J. V. Z. Blaney, J. C. Frye and W. E. Moss Com- 
mittee on Drugs and Medicines. 

The report was adopted and the gentlemen in nomination 
unanimously elected. 

Dr. Rouse being present, in the absence of the Chairman 
on Obstetrics, read a paper which he has hastily prepared on 
the use of Chloroform in parturituon. Referred to Committee 
on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. R. Rouse, the Society proceeded to the 
election of delegates to the National Medical Association which 
holds its next session at Richmond, Va. 

The following gentlemen were elected : 

Drs. R. Rouse, C. N. Andrews, J. D. Arnold, H. Shoema- 
ker and §. Thompson ; and as alternates, Drs. E. M’ Arthur, 
E. Dickinson, L. G. Thompson and E. 8. Cooper. 

On motion of Dr. R. Boal, Dr. A. E. Ames and Dr. J. C. 
Frye were appointed a Committee to prepare a report on the 
registration of births, deaths and marriages; the Committee 
formerly elected having failed to report. 

Dr. E. M’Arthur presented a preamble and resolutions to 
the effect, that the time had come when the people of the State 
of Illinois ought to regulate by statutory enactment, the quali- 
fications of those who practice medicine and surgery. 

Dr. E. 8. Cooper offered a preamble and resolutions in ref- 
erence to the present laws and public sentiment, which make 
the surgeon legally responsible for the performance of opera- 
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tive surgery ; but, at the same time, are hostile to those means 
by which the requisite knowledged 1s obtained for the skillful 
performance of his duty. Referred to the Committee on Pub- 


lication. . 
Dr. J. C. Frye offered the following resolution which was 


laid upon the table. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to me- 
moralize the Legislature in regard to the unjust and oppres- 
sive operation of the late law of homestead exemption upon 
the medical profession ; seeing that the mechanic is secured 
in his remuneration for labor necessarily completed before 
payment, and while the merchant possesses the choice of say- 
ing whom he will trust, the physician has to attend all, perhaps 
more because they are poor, and under the present law is de- 
pendent wholly upon the honor of a iarge number who are in- 
debted to him and never intend to pay. 

During the whole session there was manifested the best feel- 
ing between the members, in the discussions of the varied 
topics introduced. 

After the passage of a vote of thanks to the Committee o! 
Arrangements and the taculty of Peoria, for the kindness and 


attention manifested to all, the Society adjourned sine die. 
A. L. MVARTHUR, 


Secretary Ill. State Med. Society 





ARTICLE I. 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
The recent meeting of this Association at Charleston, 8. C. 


we are glad to learn, was a very pleasant and profitable one. 
Although not as large in point of numbers in attendance 2s 
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either of the two preceding meetings, the representation from 
points retnote from the place of its meeting, was quite as 
great as at either. 

As the profession generally take an interest in the Associa- 
tion, we have devoted a considerable space, in the present 
number of the Journal, to its proceedings. 

The most noteworthy feature of its proceedings, is the al- 
teration of the Constitution, by which the former standing 
committees have been abolished. A long list of Special com- 
mittees, numbering twenty-seven in all, have been appointed 
in stead of the old arrangement. 

Whether this is reform or a retrograde movement, remains 
tobe seen. If to get rid of spending time, in hearing the re- 
ports read, was a main object in doing away with the old 
committees, the matter is not likely to be mended; for twen- 
ty-seven reports will probably take up much more time than 
seven. If the old committees, in making up their synopsis of 
the subjects committed to them, were in the way of original 
investigations, it may be well to have them abolished. But 
certainly a collection of the “more important improvements” 
into form for permanent preservation, was an object worthy 
of the association, and we feel quite confident that the loss of 
it will hereafter be seriously regretted. 

The offering five fifty dollar prizes for volunteer essays, we 
believe will be a very valuable means of calling into active 
operation the investigating talents of the profession. Not that 
the money will pay for very able papers, but the distinction 
to be acquired by taking prizes, will be very much sought af- 
ter, from which much good may result. 

The site of the next meeting will be at the head quarters 
of the Old Dominion, within a few hours ride of Washington 
City, where Congress will be in session, and we may expect 
quite a large delegation to it from distant regions of the coun- 
try, in consequence of the additional inducements to go that 
may be found in a visit to the Federal City, 
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ARTICLE III. 
REPORT ON PRACTICAL MEDICINE, 


The Report of the Committee on Practical Medicine to the 
American Medical Association for the year 1850, by Prof. 
Austin Flint, of Buffalo, as printed and laid before the meet- 
ing at Charleston, lies before us. If the plan of printing be- 
fore presentation had been adopted by the committees gener- 
ally in reference to their Reports, it would have done away 
with the supposed necessity for abolishing the standing com- 
mittees—a measure, of the propriety of which, we have very 
serious doubts. 

The report, as the profession had good grounds from the 
reputation of its author to expect, is a very well drawn up 
and able document. Although with some of the views of the 


author we cannot agree, we are willing to award to the report 
the mead of praise so justly its due, fur being an authentic 
and reliable, as well as a well-selected and well-digested col- 
lection of facts from among the American improvements, for 
the last year in practical medicine. But our limits will not 
allow us to give an abstract of its contents, for which reason 
we lay it aside for future notice. 





ARTICLE IV. 
INTRODUCTORY ADDRESSES. 


A number of these, the flowers of medical literature, have 
accumulated upon our table, making together quite a beau- 


quete. 
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We will now endeavor to discharge a long neglected duty, 
by paying our respects to some of them and by laying their 
characteristics before our readers. 

The Introductory of Professor Pallen, at the opening of the 
last session in the St. Louis University, treats of the influ- 
ence of reason or science in guiding to the discovery of truth 
by observation in medicine. It is written in a good style and 
abounds in happy illustrations from history, with sound induc- 
tions from them. 

The Introductory of Professor J. R. Allen, of Transylva- 
nia University, delivered to a very respectable class assem- 
bled to receive instructions in the venerable hall of that, the 
pioneer Medical School of the West, is encouraging and re- 
bukes the report of the down fall of that school. The lecture 
dwells upon the discouragements in the way of the physician 
and handles quackery without gloves. 

The Introductory Address of Professor Ware, of Harvard 
University, is one of the few documents of this kind in which 
we find a single subject thoroughly and systematically dis- 
cussed. 

The subject here treated is “the Elements of Success in 
the Medical Profession,” and it is handled with a master’s 
hand. 

But for the restrictions imposed upon us by the narrowness 
of our limits, we would give a synopsis of the arguments and 
illustrations of the author. 

The Introductory of Prof. Curran, of Indianapolis, is upon 
the position, relations and duties of the medical profession. It 
is well written, and abounds in valuable suggestions, and use- 
ful information; but with some of the views expressed we are 
unable to concur. That the medical profession needs protec- 
tion by law, we think is an admission of its weakness, which 
we deny; and if the people prefer not to be protected against 
quackery, we do not see that physicians are responsible for 
the consequences. 
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ARTICLE VY. 
CHOLERA. 


The cholera appears to be prevailing to a limited extent in 
the region of St. Louis. In that city there have been about fif- 
teen deaths from it reported daily for two weeks. We learn 
that it has been prevailing at Alton, Quincy, Springfield and 
some other points in the southern part of Illinois. 

As yet it has not made its appearance in Chicago; some 
cases, probably of cholera morbus, have excited the fears of 
the nervous. An agent has been stationed at LaSalle, by the 
Board of Health, to give notice of the first approach of the 
disease from below, when, the Mayor informs us, a quarantine 
will at once be established. If well conducted we shall have 
strong hope that we may be spared a visitation of. the 
pestilence the present season. 





NEW POSTAGE LAW. 


Of course from this date our correspondents, as everybody 
else, will pre-pay the postage on all their letters. Our sub- 
scribers will have quite a reduction in the postage on the 
Journal, by pre-paying quarterly in advance. The rates will 


be as follows: 
For all distances under 500 miles, - 
“ “ over 500 and under 1500 miles, 
” sd over 1500 “ 2500 « 
“ “ over 2500 “ 3500 - 
« “ over 3500 - - - 2 


If the postage be not pre-paid quarterly at the office where 
the Journal is delivered, these rates will be doubled. 
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OBITUARY. 

Died, at his residence, Kenosha, Wis., on the 5th of June, 

1851, after a long and painful illness, Doctor David Walker, 

aged 49 years. The highest testimonials of respect have 
been paid to his memory by his friends and neighbors. 





